YoungMenMissions 


as, 


Plan Set By Agency 


MEMPHIS (BP) — A two - year 
plan culminating in a program design- 
ed to acquaint Baptist young men 18- 
30 with Christian missions and involve 
them in service to others was unveil- 
ed at the Brotherhood Commission 
here. 

John Anthony Hough, a 22 - year- 
old US-2 missionary assigned to the 
Brotherhood Commission September 1 
to conduct research about the charac- 
teristics and _ interests of Baptist 
young men, disclosed his schedule for 
developing the program for this age 
group. 

A former member of the Baptist 
Student Union at Ball State Univer- 
sity, Muncie, Indiana, where he was 
graduated three months ago with a 
bachelor of arts degree in English, 
Hough brought’ some _ impressions 
about Brotherhood with him when he 
became a missionary. 

Southern Baptist young men need a 
way to fit into the church in a per- 
sonal as well as an organized way, 
Hough said. 

“Brotherhood (as it is today) 
doesn’t appeal to me as a young man 
and doesn’t appeal to others my age. 
There's a need to provide a new out- 
look in Brotherhood.” 

Hough, a bachelor, sees part of his 


FMB Names Missioners; 
Adds New Staff Member 


RICHMOND (BP) — In its final 
meeting of the year, the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board here 
added 12 new persons to its overseas 
force, heard its executive secretary 
report on the status of missionaries 
in Uganda, elected a South Carolina 
associational missions superintendent 
to its department of promotion and 
furlough ministries, and approved 
recommendations of various commit- 
tees. 

The six new missionary couples 
were appointed in a night service at 
First Baptist Church, Alexandria, Va., 
following an afternoon business ses- 


sion here. Many board and staff mem- 


bers traveled with the missionary 
candidates to Alexandria on charter- 
ed buses. : 2 

An Alexandria pastor and his wife, 
Mr. and Mrs. yd H. Atkinson, were 


one of tke couples appointed, They 


expect to work: in Chile. He is pastor 
of Suriset Hills Baptist Church. 


Other new missionaries are Mr. and 


Charter Flight To 
73 SBC Possible 


The Executive Committee of the 
Convention Board has voted to re- 
quest Bryan Tours of Jackson to 
consider chartering a special air- 
line round-trip flight to the South- 
ern Baptist Convention to meet 
Jyne 12-14, 1973 in Portland, Ore- 


gon. 

Dr. W. Douglas Hudgins, the 
Board's executive secretary- 
treasurer, said that those who 


would be interested in going on 
this flight are urged to write his 
office immediately so that it could 
be determined whether there 
would be enough interested mani- 
fested to make the tour possible. 

Dr. Hudgins further said that 
the cost, while not yet determined, 
would be less than the usual tour- 
ist fare. 

He added that the special flight 
would leave Jackson on Monday 
and return home soon after ad- 
journment of the convention. 

Those interested in traveling on 
the special flight are urged to 
immediately write Dr. Hudgins’ 
office, P. O. Box 530, Jackson, 


Miss. 39205. 


job as finding the needs of young 
men, their interests, their hang - ups, 
and identifying ways to satisfy those 
needs. 

Self discovery is a term Hough 
uses a lot to describe the needs of 
young men. He explains it this way: 

“By self discovery, I mean discoy- 
ering my talents, giving them to God, 
letting him show me how to use them, 
then accepting myself for my short- 
comings, and accepting other people 
for what they are.’’ 

One of Hough’s first steps has been 
to enlist a committee with a broad 
representation which he hopes wil} 
“give me the handles as to the needs 
of young people and some possible ap- 
proaches to use.” 

The committee, composed of semi-, 
nary professors, local church repre- 
sentatives, state Brotherhood le ad- 
ers, SBC agency representatives, 
young people, a representative of the 
the professions, and a__ psychologist, 
held its first meeting November 19- 
20 at Southwestern Baptist Theolo- 
gical Seminary at Fort Worth. 

“I plan to work’ through the infor- 
mation the committee developed and 
to feed it into projects I plan to use in 
a pilot program- with several groups 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Manager: Is. 
Named For 
Lifeway 


manager of Lifeway in Jackson Mall, 
effective December 1,. according to 
Jay O. Turner, area manager for the 
store. 


in August of this year, is the first in 
a new chain of book 
opened on a pilot basis by the Sun- 
day School Board. The second store 
is scheduled to open in early 1973 in 
another city. 


been the floor sales supervisor at the 
Baptist Baptist Store in Little Rock, 
Arkansas. His educational background 
includes training 
and supervision. 


DEC ee J 
NTO a x95, 


"AC 


Loren G. Miller has been named 


The Jackson Lifeway, which opened 


a 


stores being 


Miller, a native of Tennessee, has 


in administration 


He is a graduate of Mars Hill Col- 


lege, Mars Hill, N. C.; Carson-New- 
man College, Jefferson City, Tenn.; 
and Southwestern Seminary. Before 
beginning his work with Baptist Book 
Stores in 1970, Miller was associated 
with churches in Texas, Arkansas, 
and Georgia. 


Mrs. Roy W. Brent Jr. of Louisville, 
Ky., formerly of Los Alamos, N. M., 


appointed to Kenya; Mr. and Mrs. 
Everett R. Burnette of Rock Hil], 
S. C., Senegal; Mr. and Mrs. Jim L. 
Harvey of Sweetwater, Tex., Indones- 
ia. ’ 

Also, Mr. and Mrs. Douglas G. 
Ringer of Mulhall, Okla., Laos; and 
Mr. and Mrs, G. Wayne Buck of 
Rome, Ga., employed as missionary 
associates for a four - year term in 
Israel. : 

Dr. and Mrs. George H. Kollmar 
of Amarillo, Tex., were reappointed 
for missionary.service in Colombia, 
where they, previously served ~ for 14 
years. ne . 

A crowd of approximately. 1,500. per- 
sons attendé& the! appointment service 


in Alexandria which continues a trend 


more out - of - Richmond ap-... 


toward 

pointments beguit by the board in re- 
cent years. Such services are held at 
the invitation of the host church. 

The board. has appointed, employ- 
ed or reappointed a total of 171 per- 
sons in 1972. While high compared to 
other missionary organizations, this 
number is the lowest since 1964 for 
the Southern Baptist foreign mission 
agency, said Jesse C. Fletcher, direc- 
tor of the mission support division. 

Baker J. Cauthen, executive secre- 
tary, reported that several missionary 
families froth. Uganda are in Kenya 
awaiting developments before decid- 
ing whether they’ can return to that 
strife - torn African nation. G. Web- 
ster Carrol and several pther mis - 
sionaries are still in Uganda. Board 
officials and new missionaries assign- 
ed to Uganda who are completing or- 
ientation are awaiting word from Car- 
roll before making a decision about 
going directly to the country or be- 
ginning language. language study in 
Limuru, Kenya, Cauhen said. 

Sam Pittman, superintendent of 
missions for the Beaverdam Baptist 
Association in South Canolina, was 
elected by the board as an associate 
secretary in the department of promo- 
tion and furlough ministries, effective 
Feb. 1, 1973. 

He is believed to be the first asso- 
ciational missions superintendent 
elected to the board’s staff. A Green- 
ville, S. C., native, Pittman has held 
pastorates in Tennessee and South 
Carolina. 

After relocating here with his wife 
and two children, Pittman will have 
a specific relationship~to association- 
al superintendents of missions throu- 
ghout the Southern Baptist Conven- 

(Continued on page 2) 


From a country church, carolers set out by sleigh to 
visit homes in the neighborhood where they will sing 
Christmas carols and spread holiday cheer. This Wil- 
liam Medcalf illustration of an early American Christ- 
mas scene appears in the 1972 edition of {‘Christmas, An 


Christmas Sleigh Ride 


weet 


Early 


In 


American-Annual of Christmas Literature and 


A 


America 


Art,”’ Vol 
42, edited by Randolph E. Haugan. It is used by permis- 


sion of Augsburg Publishing House, Minneapolis, Minn., 


copyright owner. (RNS Photo) 


Groundbreaking Is Held For 
New $35,000,000 Hospital 


Ground was broken Dec. 


ing facility — a 600 - bed hospital which will 
to build. 

The site already is being cleared, but the Thurs 
the ceremoial launching of the pr 0o- 


14 for the new $35,000,000 Mississippi 
Baptist Hospital, across North State Street in Jackson from the exist- 


year — ‘‘have expressed faith” that 
they would receive the very best of 
medical care from highly - qualified 


ee years rahe A ss 
take three } personnel under Christian influences. 


Mr. Hederman cited various govern- 
mental agencies and professional con- 


day event marked 
= sultants “who have been helpful in co- 


needs,”’ said Turner. 
ing, the customer comes first. He’s 
interested ‘in helping people so he is 
a natural for Lifeway where people 
are our business.”’ . 


Mid-America Bible 


Conference Set — 


ject. 

Speakers for the occasion 
Gov. Waller, Jackson Mayor Russell 
C. Davis, Dr. W. Douglas Hudgins, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Mississippi 
Baptist Convention Board; and hos 
pital administrator Paul J. Pryor. 

Serving as master of ceremonies for 
the 30 - minute program was Zach T. 


included 


Christmas Controversies In Schools“ Good 


WASHINGTON, D. c. (C-SNS) — 
Controversies over religious observ- 
ances and practices in the public 
schools are ‘‘probably a good thing,” 
said the Rev. C. Stanley Lowell, as- 
sociate director of Americans United 
for Separation of Church and State. 

“Apprehension in this area indi- 
cates concern for religion and con- 
cern for separation of church and 
state. Both are good,” said Mr. Low- 
eH, himself a Methodist minister. The 
Lowell statement follows. es 

“That controversies over religion 
in the public schools should erupt is 
not surprising. For at least a cen- 
tury American culture. was predomi- 
nately Christian and predominately 
Protestant. Doing what came natural- 
ly, the people incorporated a religious 
emphasis — Christian and Protestant- 


into their public schools. Religious 
worship and religious indoctrination 
chools. The 


were carried on in these § 
ralistic society 


tholic, Jewish, 
ted a new 


development of a plu 
with large Roman Ca 
and secular minorities crea 


situation and led to demands for a re- 
ligiously neutral school system. The 
achievement of a religiously neutral 
public school system, which would 


give proper recognition and respect 

to all creeds but would do nothing 

‘respecting establishment’ of any, has 
(Continued on page 5) 


The Members and Employees of 
THE MISSISSIPPI BAPTIST 
CONVENTION BOARD 


= 


Extend to All of Our Readers 


Best Wishes for a 


Merry Christmas 


h 
and \ 
t 


Happy New Year 


Hederman, chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of hospital. 


The invocation was given by Dr. 
David Grant, President of the Missis- 
sippi Baptist Convention and pastor 
of Broadmoor Baptist Church, Jack- 
son and the closing benediction was 
given by Dr. Earl Kelly, Jackson 
chairman of the Executive Committee 
of the Mississippi Baptist Convention 
Board, and pastor of Ridgecrest Bap- 
tist Church. 


Mr. Hederman, on behalf of the 
hospital trustees and administration, 
expressed appreciation to “our own- 
ers,’ the Mississippi Baptist Conven- 
tion, ‘‘for understanding, for financial 
and prayerful support, and for their 
faith and confidence.” 


He expressed appreciation too, tv 


“the past and present members of the 
medical staff and to the 1,100 nurses, 
technicians, aides and other employees 
of the hospital. Their dedication, 
skillful care and love of humanity 
have made this a hospital to which 
have come patients from all 62 coun- 
ties of Mississippi as well as from 
Surrounding states.”’ 


Mr. Hederman extended thanks to 
“the great number of people ,who have 
given and are giving of their time, 
talent and money to the building fund 
of the hospital, especially those who 
led in and gave generously to the_Hos- 
pital Development Fund Program.” 


By utilizing. the facilities of the hos- 
pital, said Mr. Hederman, its past 
and present patients — some 20,000 a 

& 


ordinating and reconciling the regula- 
tory and technical aspects of the new 
hospital,’’ and he pointed out that hos- 
pital administrative personnel have, 
since the mid - sixties, ‘‘nearly doubl- 
ed their hours “of work to include 
not only the supervision of the opera- 
tions of the present hospital but also 
the thousands of details which have 


(Continued on page 2) 


Capacity Crowds Expected 
For’72, Youth Convention 


Capacity crowds of Baptist youth 
from every section of the state are ex- 
pected in Jackson Dec. 28-29 for the 
annual Youth Convention, to be held 


at Jackson's First Baptist Church and 
Municipal Auditarium 

This year for the first time a new 
dimension is being added to the al- 
ready interesting program - that of 
outreach and evangelism 


Rev. Joe McKeever, minister of 
evangelism of the host church, will 
be coordinator of the outreach activ- 


ities and the Department of E van- 
gelism of the State Convention Board 
will this year* join with the Church 
Training and Music departments in 
sponsoring the event 

(For a complete program of the 
Convention please turn the page.) 


“He is keenly aware of customer 
“In his think- 


Lifeway merchandises books, Bi- 


(Continued on page 2) 


For Memphis In 


\) MASMVILLE © a ey 
4,000 persons are expected to attend 
the Mid - America Bible Conference 
at Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, 
Tenn., March 26-29, 1973. 
The meeting, a sequel to the na- 
tion - wide conferences held early in 
1972 in Denver and Richmond, _ is 
sponsored by the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board, Nashville. 
Principal speakers for the confer- 
ence will be Jack R. Taylor of San 
Antonio, Ray F. Robbins of New Or- 
leans, and James B. Henry of Nash- 
ville. 
Taylor, pastor of the Castle Hills 
Baptist Church, San Antonio, Tex., 
will present four evening messages 
to adults on ‘The Spirit - Filled Life.” 
He is the author of Key to ‘Triumph- 
ant Living and its sequel, Mucly 
More, published by Broadman Press. 
Robbins, professor of New_ Testa - 
ment and Greek at New Orleans Bap- 
tist Theologicai Seminary, New Or- 
leans, La., will present three morning 
messages on “The Challenge to Ma- 
turity’’ from the book of Hebrews. 
Henry, pastor of Two Rivers Bap- 
tist Church, Nashville, Tenn., will 
speak to young people in four even- 
ing messages on “The Spirit - Filled 
Life.”’ 
“Both -Lord_ and Christ”’ is the 
theme of the Conference. The. pur- 
pose is to lead Christians toward a 
deeper commitment to Jesus; the 
Lord and Christ and to challenge 
Christians to express their submis- 
sion to the lordship of Jesus by be- 
coming effectively involved in God's , 

efforts to redeem men. ae 
and 


Leeson. Yong on Old 
New Testamem books of the Bib le 


also will be offered. 


Mr. McKeever said that “central to 
all the events for those two days will 
be motivation and training in sharing 
their faith in, Christ. 

“One special key to the success of 
these witness training efforts will be 
the messages on the Spirit - filled life 
by Rev., Jack Taylor, pastor of San 
Antonio's Castle Hills Baptist Church, 
one of the two visiting speakers. 

“Taylor is the author of two best- 
selling books on the subject of the 
deeper life in Christ and is in demand 
across America.” 

Following each of Mr. Taylor's 
messages, the youth will be divided 
into groups of approximately one hun- 
dred each for special training in 
witnessing. Fourteen leaders have 

(Continued from page 5) 


’ Getting ready to turn cere- 
“monial dirt on a historic occa- 


sion at the site of the new Mis- 
sissippi Baptist Hospital are, (in 


= . 
ah — i 
erman, chairman of the Board 
of Trustees of hospital; R. Bax- | 
ter Wilson, chairman of the hos- © 
pital’s Development Council and 

chairman of the board of Mis- 


the photo at right) from left: 
Henry Holman, Jr., chairman of 
the hospital’s Development Fund 
and president of the McCarty- 
Holman Company; Zach T. Hed- 


Groundbreaking Is Held. For 
New $35,000,000 Hospital 


(Continued from page 1) 
gone into the planning of this new 
structure.” 

Mayor Davis said it is ‘difficult for 
us to realize, right now, just what this 
this hopsital means and will mean to 
this city,’’ and he said he looks for- 
ward to the day when ‘‘this tremen- 
dous complex will be most meaning- 
ful to improvement of the quality of 
life in this city.” 

Governor, Waller noted that, even 
though the institution is called Bap- 
tist Hospital, it serves people of all 
religious choosing. 

He added: . 

“I have had the great pleasure 
of dedicating a lot of buildings, but 
this is probably the most important 
dedication I have éver, attended. 


Mississippi needs fine new facilities in 


health care, like this ohe. This will 
peobably be the largest building in 
the state ‘under one rodf, and e ven 
then, they \have allowed \for~ éxpan - 
sion.” i: SN Ko 


é | Lae : 
Brnntnbie ipieg prldeg hospita} 
ministrator ; “an out-. 
standing.-jeb’’ i “4 tion. 


ofstlig Méepital dverthe past 17 years,’--oF 


and he congratulated the hospital 
board for launching.“‘the greatest 


building undertaking ‘ever in the his- Development Fund and president of 


tory. of Mississippi.”’ 2 


Mr. Pryor reviewed events lead- W. Flynn, executive director of the 


YOUTH. 


ing up to this day — ‘“‘the feasibility Mississippi Hospital Association; 
studies, the many meetings of hospi- Ernest C. Moss Jr., executive diree- 
tal board and medical staff, the hun- tor, and Charles O’Néal, assistant di- 
dreds of hours of planning by hos- . rector, Mississippi Commission 

pital personnel.” [ 


He added: “Three years from now, 

we will be carrying out, in this new 
hospital, the vision of those who began 
this hospital in 1911 as a place for a 
Christian healing ministry.” 
Prior said the hospital receives pa- 
tients from every county of the state 
‘each year, as well as from beyond 
state borders. 

Dr. Hudgins noted that Mississippi 
Baptist Hospital is owned by the Mis- 
sissippi Baptist Convention, made up 
of some 1800 individual congregations 
with half a million members, and he cutive committee; Rev. James  F. 
said more than 1400. Baptist churches ¢ ¥ates) secretary - treasurer; Dr. W. 
in Mississippi give to the total mis- ;W. CAusey, Marvin Collum, Sidney D. 
sion program -of the Convention, Davis; H. B. Duckworth, Ray Gpib, 
from-which“@ portion is designated for ee 


son, president of the hospital’s medi- 
cal staff; Assistant Hospital Admis- 
istrators Michael C. Wilkinson afd 
Earl W. Eddins;.and, representing the 
1100 hopsital employees, many of 
whom attended the ceremony; BR 
Hunt, chief orderly, with 44 years 
service with the hospital, 

Also on. the’ platform were the hos 
pital trustees, including,'fn addition 
to Mr. Hederman, the following: 

Paul G. Moak, vice - chairman; 
J. W. Underwood, chairman of the ex- 


Old Russian Christmas 

u Reportedly it is the custom of many 
A oat cotter * inhabitants of BrooksideAlabama, to 
of 8 iP celebrate the “old Russian Christ 


‘and? Chaismnan the Board ™as’’ on January, 7. Béginning 
sheippi Power and Light Com- 


Apan, enry Holman Jr., chairman ple, dressed as the ee Wise mes 
of the Mississippi Baptist Hospital and ' angels, parade ; through 


streets singing ¢argls, aid bearing + 
miniature manger:*A. Russian colony 
settled in Brookside in 1902. 


McCarty - Holman Company; Charles 


r¥ 


CONVENTION 


_ Thursday Afternoon, December 28 


(Thursday Night, December 28 Continued) 


First Baptist Church ‘10:30 ‘‘Celebrate : Life’ 
ce Billy Jack Green, director 
State Youth Choir Festival Adjudication Lonnie Stewart, staging _...° «7 
1:30 — Sanctuary Ragan Courtney, drama 
J. D. Batson, presideng 
' . 
. Friday Morning, December 29 
Thursday Afternoon, December28 First Baptist Church 
First Baptist Church 9:00 “Truth’’ ae 
: 9:30 Group singing—Don Blackl 
3:30 Youth Convention registration sic in ial a i a 
eae 9:35 4th place youth choir 
4:00 Group singing—Don Blackley, director 
. 9:45 Message—Jack Taylor 
4:20 Announcements 53 10:15 Training t “ Joe McK 
4:30 Message—Barry Wood, speaker ; Da Peet ere 
; 11:30 Adjourn 
5:00 Adjourn 
Friday Aft ,D b 
Thursday Evening, December 28 esa d nen, Decent 
Outreach Witnessing 
First Baptist Church — in . 
7:00 Group Singing—Don Blackley Jackson 
71:05 Message—Jack Taylor, speaker Shopping Centers 
7:30 Training to witness—Joe McKeever 
8:30 Adjourn 
Friday Night, December 29 
. Municipal Auditorium 
Thursday Night, December 28 6:30 Sharing Christ testimonies 
; a eer 6:50 3rd place youth choir 
5 ‘ ee 7:00 Message—Jack Taylor 
9:00 “Truth” 7:30 ‘“Truth’”’ 
 ,9:30 Group Singing—Don Blackley 8:00 Group Singing—Don Blackley 
i OSS 2nd place choir 8:10 ist place choir 
y 40 Message—Barry Wood, speaker 8:20 Message—Barry Wood 


9:00 Adjourn 


Hospital Care; Dr. Robert P. Hender- : 


sissippi Power and Light Com- 
pany; Gov. William Waller; 
Jackson Mayor Russell C. Davis; 
J. W. Underwood, chairman of 
the executive committee of the 


Governor Willian 


wai ere 


\} 


Pp 


hospital’s trustees, and hospital 
administrator Paul J. Pryor. In 
the photo at the left, the present 
Baptist Hospital is shown in the 
background. 


Waller, left, and Dr. W. Douglas Hudgins, exeftutive sec- 


retary, Mississippi Baptist Convention Board, right, were speakers a tl 


hospital’s grdtmdbreaking ceremony. 
ss —= eer 


lot, The Rev. Joel Haire, Dr. Swink 
Hicks, W. P/ McMullan Jr., Rev. Ver- 
non May, W. R. Newman and E. O. 
Spencer. 

“Each person on the platform wield- 
ed.a shovel for the breaking - of,- the- 
“ground ceremony. . 

Other special guests included Dyo'n- 
ald C. G. Nelsen, vice.~ president: of 

Ellerbe Architects, St.. Paul,’ Minn., 
and, also’ with Ellerbe, project archi- 


tect Roald Olson and field supeRyisor. 


Charles Lowry; Charies Barlow . 


Ponaniielipiets. of Barlow apd 
unkett Architects, Jackson; T. 
Harvey Hedgepeth, hospital  attor- 


aey; R. W. Warren, president of Reid- 


McGee Insurance Company, and,, also~ 


with Reid - McGee, vice - president 
Ralph Rives and board chairman J. 
W. Hardin; Charles P. Landt, chair- 
man of the board of Cameron-Brown; 


oe oe 
-T. McLaurin 
Dies At Newton 


Rev. H. T. McLaurin, former em- 
ployee of the State Convention Board, 
former president of Clarke College, 
first associational missionary for New- 


ton County, and former pastor, died 
at a hospital in Newton, on Saturday, 
December 16. 


Mr. McLaurin, who had been re- ° 


tired for several years, had been in 
the hospital for about a week accord- 
ing to reports. He had undergone 
surgery on Thursday and seemed to 
be getting along well, but complica- 
tions developed and death came 
quickly. 

He is survived by his wife, Mrs. 
Ruth McLaurin, some children, and 
a number of grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren. 


Funeral services were, held at First 
Baptist Church, Newton, on Tuesday, 
Dec. 19. 


FMB Names - - - 
(Continued from page 1) 


tion, according to Samuel Debord, 
secretary of the promotion and fur- 
lough ministries department. 


The board approved a recom- 
mendation that Executive Secretary 
Baker J. Cauthen and his wife visit 
Southern Baptist missions in Bangla- 
desh and India in January and parti- 
cipate in the dedication of a new Bap- 
tist hospital in Bangalore, India. 


Lifeway 
(Continued from page 1) 


bles, cards, gifts, music, and musical 
instruments. According to Turner, 
Lifeway is a new 
concept in the book 
store business. 

“We want visiting 
our store to lead to a 
better way of life for 
the customer,”’ he ex- 
plained, “‘We believe 
a book store can do 
this by the quality of 
the merchandise it 


Miller 
carries, through the attitude of the 


«sales personnel, and through the gen- 
eral atmosphere of the store.” 


° 


and {rom Turner Constru 
pany, Cincinnati, Ohio; R. 
ter, vice - president in pola the 
Cincinnati office; A. T. McNeill, géen- 
eral superintendent of the Cindinhnati 
office; project superintendent | Jack 
Schell; and contract manager’ James 
Stievater.. : \ 
The. Turner Construction~ Company 


id, Com- 


‘*was ‘low -bidder for the projéct, \ at 


$21,203,400. Additional costs involv - 
ing. iprherit; furnishings, land 
t 


ts; ting ¢harges, development 
of i lauking.facilities an 
other “Tun the total cost o 


the new hospital to an estima’ 
$35,000,000. Ne " 


Dr. C. G. Fuller 


Fuller-To Preach 
Holiday Sermons 


On ‘Baptist Hour’ 


Dr. Charles G. Fuller, pastor of 
First Baptist Church in Roanoke, Va., 
will preach two special holiday ser- 
mons*on THE BAPTIST HOUR dur- 
ing December. 

Dr. Fuller, who also is secretary 
of the Southern Baptist Radio and 
Television Commission’s board of di- 
rectors, taped the sermons last spr- 
ing while visiting the Holy Land to 
participate in the Radio - TV+Com- 
mission’s Easter television spécial. 
“Sunday in Galilee.” 


On Dec. 24, Dr. Fuller will preach? 


the 1972 Christmas sermon, speak - 
ing from Shepherd's Hill near Beth- 
lehem. His topic will be ‘Joy . To 
Your World.”’ 

His BAPTIST HOUR sermon for the 
New Year’s holiday on Dec. 31 is titl- 
ed, “Time Can Be Bought.” Dr. Ful- 
jer explains how to ‘buy’ life’s 
every available minute by being 
awake to God’s purpose, and avail- 
able to God’s power. 

The Centurymen, a select singing 
group composed of 100 ministers of 
music from 24 states, also will be 
featured on the Christmas broad- 
cast. They will sing new arrange- 
ments to three songs, ‘Joy to the 
World,’’ Angels we have Heard on 
High” and “There's a Great Joy 
Coming,” a song from Buryl Red’s 
musical “Celebrate Life.’ Mr. Red 
is the music consultant for the Radio 
-TV Commission 


New Orleans 
School Features 
Interterm 


New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary isi introducing a new di- 
mension to its program of seminary 
training called “Interterm,” an in- 
tensive two-week session of classes 
each meeting four hours per day. 

Interterm was designed with the 
hope of utilizing two' weeks, Jan. 2-12, 
which are normally lost to manyo f 
the seminary’s regular students, as 
well as to take advantage of guest 
lecturers: and offer educational oppor- 
tunities to the seminary’s alumni, 
pastors, pastors’ wives, and interest- 
ed lay people. 

Visiting- specialists who will coop- 
erate with NOBTS faculty in the spe- 
cial Segsion are Robert L. Jones, min- 
ister oh nus for Fifth Avenue Bap- 
tist Church’ in St. Petersburg, Fla.; 
Dr. Robert S. Magee, pastor of Tem- 
ple Baptist Church in Ruston, La.; 
Dr. Philips R. McCarty, associate pro- 
fessor of Bible and religious educa- 
tion at Mississippi College; Dr. Lar- 
ry G. Rohrman, pastor of First Bap- 
tist Church in Jackson, Miss.; and 
Dr. Grady Wilson, associate evan- 
gelist with the Billy Graham Evan- 
gelistic Association. 

Members of the seminary faculty 
included in Interterm are Dr. F. Eu- 
gene Brasher, Dr. Thomas J. De- 
laughter, Dr. Fisher H. Humphreys, 
Dr. V. L. Stanfield, Dr. Malcolm O. 
Tolbert and Dr. S. J. Watson. 

Courses are being offered in 
“Christian Ministry to Today’s Youth 
—On the Campus and in the Streets,’’ 
“Spiritual Gifts — Special Reference 
“to Speaking in Tongues,” ‘“‘Evangel- 
ism and the Shape of Things Now — 
Questions and Answers,” and ‘‘Hand- 
bells — How and What to Ring.”’ Also 
featured is one night course, “Amos, 
His Message Then and Now.”'—David 
Grant 


Last Rites Held. 
For Dr. Webb Brame, 
Baptist Pastor-Leader 


By Dorothy Holton Kelly 

Dr. Webb Brame, age 89, pastor 

emeritus of First Baptist Church in 
Yazoo City, died early Tuesday morn- 
ing of last week at the Martha 
Coker Nursing Home in the s'ame 
city: 
.. Funeral -services- were held Thurs- 
day morning, Dec. 14, at ten o’¢clock 
at First Church, with the pastor, 
Rev. James Yates officiating. . 

Interment was in Glenwood Ceme- 
tery. 

Dr. Brame, a native of Kemper 
County, graduated with a Bache- 
lor’s degree frorfi Mississippi College 
in 1907, and received his Master’s and 
Doctor’s degree from Southern Sem- 
inary, Louisville, Ky. 

He held pastorates at First Church 
Vicksburg, First, New Albany, an d 
First, Drew, before going to Yazoo 
City to First Baptist in 1923, where 
he served until his retirement Janu- 
ary 15, 1951. 

Dr. Brame served as a lieutenant 
colonel in the Chaplains’ Corps in the 
United States Army during World 
War II. He later served on a com- 
mittee to inspect Fort Knox, Ky., un- 
der the Universal Military Training 
program. 

As moderator of the Yazoo Associa- 
tion, he fostered rural church  pro- 
gress and in 1949 was recognized 
by the Progressive Farmer as the city 
pastor doing the most outstanding 
Service in rural church work. 

He served for 25 years as a mem- 
ber of the board of Mississippi Co 1- 
lege where he was awarded an honor- 
ary doctor of divinity degree in 1931. 
In Yazoo City he led in the construc- 
tion of an educational building at 
First Church, and a nursery, increas- 
ed the church enrollment from 300 
to 1200 and the Sunday School from 
125 to 700, and encouraged and aided 
in the organization of the Calvary 
Church. 

After his retirement he was 
given an award of Meritorius Service 
by the Mississippi Recreational - As- 
sociation in 1965; re- 
ceived the Alumnus 
of the Year award 
at Mississippi Col- 
lege in 1963; and was 
designated _ Outstand- 
ing Citizen of the 
Year for Yazoo City 
in 1968 by the Civitan 
Club. 
His wife 


Brame 
former Grace Stroud who died some 
years ago. 

He _ leaves. four-daughters :-Mrs--Ett- 


was the 


zabeth Rhyne, La Marque, Texas; 
Mrs. Sibyl Warren, Charlotte, N. C.; 
Mrs. Frances Spain of Baton Rouge, 
La.; and Mrs. Martha Lynn Brigham 
of Yazoo City. 

Also nine grandchildren, Dr. Thom- 
as Rhyne of Texas A&M, Bryan, 


Texas; Carl Webb Townsend, Port- 
land, Oregon; Timothy Lee  Town- 
send, Louisville, Ky.; Mrs. Grace 
Geinrich, Knoxville, Texas; Alfred 


Spain, Ruston, La.; Mrs. Sally Blon- 
deau, New Orleans, La.; John Spain, 
Baton Rouge, La.; Miss Susan Brig- 
ham, Pensacola, Fla.; and Bill Brig- 
ham, Clinton; four great grandchil - 
dren; and his sister, Mrs. Sallie Har- 
rell, Meridian. 
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The Convention 
President Speaks 


Last week, December 11-12, it was 
my privilege to learn first hand of 
some help that is available for a1} 
churches, regardless of size or loca- 
tion, I was privileged to share with 


Dr. Foy Rogers and a number of our ‘‘ 


superintendents of missions. While 
there, Bro. Bob Kilgore of the Home 
Mission Board spoke. 

It is my opinion that all laymen and 
pastors who are in the contemplating 
and-or discussion stages of either bor- 
rowing money or erecting a building, 
would profit by securing advice from 
the Department of Church Loans of 
the Home Mission Board. This serv- 
ice is available and free for,all and 
to all who will merely ask for it. 


Those in this department are able 
to talk intelligently with the people of 
your city and-or community and in- 
terpret future trends. They are ca- 
pable of taking the United States Cen- 
sus and Southern Baptist Statistics 
and giving you an evaluation of a bal- 
anced building for all ages. They can 
also give much insight into what you 
can anticipate in regard to future 
growth and monetary income. These 
same people are also equipped with 
knowledge of sound financing and can 
render a tremendous service in  re- 
gard to bond issues, interest rates, 
lending institutions, and other m at- 
ters of this nature. 

Since The Baptist Record enters the 
homes of lay people and clergy, I 
want to make an appeal to each of you. 
In the earlier stages of planning, get 
together with each other, talk over 


this service, and then get in touch_, 


with Mr. Kilgore. I believe this will 
improve the efficiency of building pro- 
grams, and in many instances, give 
Stabilization to a debt structure.— 
David Grant: 


) 
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-‘T Wanted A String Of Lights For Christmas 


8 By Robert J, Hastings 
; Who could imagine that the bleak December of 
® 1932 would bring the brightest Christmas of all? A 


$ Christmas that would 
' all across our neigh 

For over two,years now, Dad had been without 
a steady job. I rerhember the last day he came home 
from Old West Side Mine in West Frankfort, swinging 


stretch a-giant string of lights 
? 


his aluminum dinner pail. Only there was no swing 


in his step, for as Mom opened the back door for 
“It’s all over. The mine closed for 


him, he said, 
good.”’ 

On that fateful day in 1930, the Great Depression 
had walked into our home at 1404 N. State Street in 
Marion, a small town in Southern Illinois. Although 
the Depression was an unwelcome guest, it would stay 
for nearly 10 years. And although all of the nation 
reeled under this, the worst economic debacle in 
Western history, the coal mining counties of Southern 
Illinois were almost paralyzed, economically. 

Every bank in our county closed. The local school 
board kept what little money it! had in a postal sav- 
ings account. Long lines of WPA workers stretched 
down the highways, clearing drainage ditches in a 
make - work, welfare program. And even longer 
lines formed at welfare offices, as family after 
family walked home with sacks of surplus food over 


* their shoulders. - 
As Christmas of 1932 approached, we again dug out 


the few ornaments and silvery icicles and paper bells 


left from better years. How carefully we handled the 


brittle; shimmering icicles, lest a.single one’ should be 
damaged beyond use. 

But oh, how I wanted a tree with real electric 
lights. A few of our neighbors did, and as dusk- fell, 
I would look down the street to, pick out the glowing 
lights as they came on. , 

And when 
Church downtown, I sat as close te the front as pos- 
sible. I wanted to sit down there so I could. drink 


« 


went to services at the First Baptist® 


in the bright colors of the real lights on the big Christ- 

One December, I remember going with Mom to 
her Ladies Aid Society which met with Mrs, Frank 
Miles O& the street back of us. I guess I was four 
or five. . ’ 

Apyway, Mrs. Miles’ tree boasted real lights. 
Her tret stood in a sort of sun room, off to the side 


— we did have our own string of electric 
its. 

But the best was yet to come that Christmas of 
‘32. Other lights were waiting to be turned on. Let me 
tell you how it happened. 

‘‘Lum 'n Abner,” in their popular radio show of 
the Thirties, repeated the same Christmas skit several 
years. A young couple on the way to the county seat 


of the main part of her home. And while she enter- 
tained ber lady guests in the living room, I slipped 
into hersun parlor. Grey clouds smothered what few 
rays Which might have come from the December sun, 
hanging unenthusiastically in the southern sky. But 
Zthe darkness of the day only added to the glory of 
the lights. 

For along time, I lay on the floor under the tree, 
just gating upwards at the blue and green and red 
bulbs. And now, over 40 years later, if I want to bring 
a lump to my throat at Christmas, I re - live that 
afternom in my imagination, sprawled under Mrs. 
Miles’ Christmas tree. 

So vhen it came time to put up our ‘own tree 
for the Christmas of '32, I wished again for that 
string @ lights that never seemed to make it to 1404 
N. State. But that December, I did find a 60 - watt 
red bulbaround the hoyse. I don’t know where it came 
from — perhaps ‘it was there unnoticed for several 
years. gave me an idea. 

Why not screw the bulb in the overhead socket 
that datgled from the ceiling of our living room, just 
over Or tree? It would cast a red glow, and 
maybe the reflection on the icicles and other orna- 
ments Yould look like’ an actual string of lights. So 
we did.Then, turning off all other lights in the house, 
Mom, Dad and I went outside. We stood there in the 
winter farkness, right in front of the window where 
we couli see the tree, bathed in the soft, red glow 
of the ingle overhead bulb. 

‘Look, it’s just like real lights,” I cried excitedly, al- 
most jmping up and down. And for a few mo- 


_ to pay their year - end taxes got as far as Pine 
Ridge, Arkansas. That’s where Lum and Abner op- 
erated their Jot-’Em-Down-Store. Here, stopped by a 
snow storm, the young couple sought shelter in.a 
nearby barn. 

The good folks*of Pine Ridge, who discovered that 
the young woman was pregnant, quickly came __ to 
their rescue. They took in food, blankets, and 1 an- 
terns for heat and light, and then sent for the doctor. 
That cold, star - filled night, a baby boy was born 
in the barn. 

In the closing episode, Lum and Abner were 
walking through the snow, carrying a box of home- 
cooked victuals to the barn. They waxed philosophical 
as Lum said, “You know, Abner, here we are, two 
old codgers, our years about over, and here's this 
youngun’, just comin’ into the world. . .sort of like 
that first Christmas, years and years ago... .” 

As Dad reached over to turn off the Atwater-Kent 
table model radio, he said, ‘‘You know, -if that 
wouldn’t. give a fellow the Christmas spirit, I don’t 
know what could.” 

No one else said anything. But deep down inside 
the three of us, we felt real good, real warm, 
real Christmasy. 

And suddenly, the lights were shining all over our 
end of town! 

(Adapted from a NICKEL’S WORTH OF SKIM 
MILK: A BOY’S VIEW OF THE GREAT DEPRES- 
SION, by Robert J. Hastings. Copyright 1972 by South-~ 
ern Illinois University. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved.) 


“The 12 Days Of Christmas” Or The Ode (Owed) To Lottie Moon 


‘On the first day of Christmas my true love said to 
me, ‘A check for the Lottie Moon Christmas Off'ring.’ 


me, ‘Fiv€ dozen -ards addressing, four meals making, 


breaths breathing, five dozen-eards addressing, four meals 
three choks singing, two parties planning and the Off'ring. 


making, three ‘choirs singing, two parties planning and 
the Off’ring.’ 


Baptist. Leader To 
Discuss Religious 
j On the third day ofChristmas my true love said to 


Trends On ABC -TV me, ‘Three children’s choirs are singing, two parties 


planning and the Lottie Moon Off’ring.’ 


On the second day of Christmas my true love said to 
me, "Two Christmas parties planning and a check for the 
Lottie Moon Off’ring.’ 


On the sixth day of Christmas my true love said to 
me, ‘Six breaths tordeeply breathe, five dozen cards ad- 


dressing, four meals making, three choirs singing, two 
parties Planning and the Off'ring.’ 


On the ninth day of Christmas my true love said to 
me, ‘Nine tree lights not burning, eight gifts buying, seven 
students speaking, six breaths breathing, five dozen cards 
addressing, four meals making, three choirs singing, two 
parties planning and the Off’ring. 


On the tenth day of Christmas my true love said to 
me, ‘Ten bells calling ot church, nine lights not burning, t 
eight gilts buying, seven students speaking, six breaths : 
breathing,.five dozen cards addressing, four meals mak- 
ing, three choirs singing, two parties planning, and the 
Off’ring.’ , 


On the eleventh day of Christmas my true love sald to 3 
me, ‘Eleven relatives coming, ten bells calling, nine lights 
not burning, eight gifts buying, ents ing, 


hoirs. singing, two. p: 


On the seventh day of Christmas my true love said 
to me, ‘Sven college students speaking, six breaths to 
breathe, five dozen cards addressing, four meals making, 
three chois singing, two parties Plarining and the Off'ring.’ 


: On the eighth day of Christmas, may true love said to 
me, ‘Eight more gifts buying, sevén students speaking, six 
“4a fe 


On the fourth day of Christmas; ‘my _4rue Tove said to 
me, ‘‘Four meals in- the mfaking, three choirs singing, 
two parties planning, ang the Off’ring.’ 


On the fifth day “vf Christmas, my true loye said to 


FORT WORTH (BP) — The 
president of the Southern B a p- 
tist Radio and Television Com- 
mission here will be one of -four , 
featured panelists to discuss relig- 
fous trends of 1972 and possible 
developments in‘ 1973 on 2 
network ‘television program slat- 
ed Dec. 31. { 

Paul M. Stevens-of the Radig-, 

JEN Commission, ... will ;...i04n 
three other religious leaders for 
the panel discussion on the Amer- 
ican Broadcasting Co.. (ABC-TV) 
““Direction’’ program slated for 
broadcast at 1:00 p.m. (EST), 
Sunday, Dec. 31. . 

ABC news commentator Frank 
Reynolds will host the program, 
which will focus on religious de- 
velopments in 1972 and possible 
issues to confront the American 
religious community in 1973. 

Others on the panel will include 
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and the Off’ring.’ - 
On the twelfth day of Christmas my true love said to 
me, ‘Enough of this, the time has come to give the 
Off'ring.’ 


The Meaning Of Christmas 


ed Jesus. Because He came, we sing, 


By Ben Fisher 
“O come. .. ."’ Because He is light, 


What is it all about? Christmas is 


representatives of the National a flexible word, it means many _ we light a Christmas tree. 

Council of Churches, the Jewish things. Congealed into concise c a p- Because He presents Himself, we 

faith, and Roman Catholics. sules exchange presents of lesser value! 
Panelists are Stevens; Dick Christmas is a tree trimmed with aa God for His Unspeakable 
zi v 4 tinsel ait. 

Hie Sass ek oe Christmas is a box with a_ bright Ted Prow,”’ 

munications representing the Na- bow. West Palm Beach, Fla. 

tional Council of Churches; Ed- Christmas is a stocking stuffed with 2 

ward T. Sandrow, rabbi emeritus sweets. Mummy Ss Hands 

of Temple Beth El in Cedarhurst, Christmas is a fruit cake My mummy's hands knows just the way 


N:. ¥.; and Kenny Sweeney 
of New York, president of the 
American Catholic Association of 
Religious Broadcasters. 


Young Men 
(Continued from page 1) 


of Baptist young men,’’ Hough said. 

“By February 1, 1973 I hope to have 
12 young men’s groups in the Mem- 
phis area testing a variety of approa- 
ches, particularly short term pro- 
jects. 

Evaluatign of the testing program 
will begin ‘in July, 1973 followed by 
more exhaustive testing and evalua- 
tion in the summer of 1974. 

“At the end of two years I hope to 
offer to all interested churches a tried 
and proven set of concepts for work- 
ing with young men in the area of 
missions.”’ 

Hough, who acknowledges he likes 
to work with young men and women 
of college age, became interested in 
missions in college. 

After a term in Hawaii in 1970 as 
a ‘student summer missionary, Hough 
said he was influencedby other US- 
2 missionaries to consider the home 
missions program. 

“T was particularly impressed by a 
US-2 missionary in Muncie who was 
reading people on a one - to - one 
basis in an inner city project.” 

“My Christian life began to blos- 
som by sophomore year in college. I 
have only begun to try to follow God’s 
will since that time.” 

Hough’s plans after the two - year 
US-2 stint are indefinite. They may 
include student work or foreign mis- 
sion service, both requiring seminary 
training, he said. 

Meanwhile, he is questioning any 
Baptist young person he can’ corner 
‘about his interests in missions and 
tthe types of mission action projects 
which appeal to him. ; 


Christmas is a poinsettia. 

Christmas is a smiling Santa Claus 
who doesn’t have to put together the 
electric train he promised and deliv- 
ered — minus a section of track. 

Christmas is a weary mother, a 
frustrated faither at 1:30 A.M. who 
have to get up in four hours and then 
wait two more before coffee is ready. 


To make a happy Christmas day, 

To fix those funny Sppee? men 

With raisin eyes and jolly grin, 

And popcorn for the Christmas tree, 
And candy apples just for me. 

My mummy always seems to know 
The very things that please me so. 

My daddy says it’s ‘cause of love 

That Mummy does the things she does. 
And Daddy says that that’s the way 
It was the first glad Christmas day, 
For God so loved he sent his Son. 
And Mary loved her little one! 

I guess it takes a mummy’s care 


The American Bible Society is offering 4& Christ- 


“Glory To God In The Highest. ... 


heny. The greeting inside the 7%” by 5%” card 


Christmas is a bank account 


To help make Christmas everywhere. 


over- Mrs. Howard Wilson 


drawn on December 26 


mas card this year to help further Scripture dis- includes the jo‘ful message of the “angels on that hasn't 
tribution throughout the world. Reproduced in col- first Christmas Day: ‘“‘Glory to God in the high- 

or from an original watercolor by Cecile Johnson est, and on earth peace, good will toward men” thank 
of London and New York, the picture (shown above) (Luke 2:14, King James Version) But 


portrays shepherds 


in the fields outside Bethle- 


Christmas is a person, a person nam- 


Christmas is a pair of XX pajamas 
when you wear small 
Christmas-is a curious child who 


and marvel over the miraculous. Yes, 


Just in Time for Christmas 
Frontiersman James Robertson set 
out for Middle Tennessee with a par- 
ty of settlers in the fall of 1779. Rob- 
ertson and his group arrived at the 
site of their new town of Nashborough 
on Christmas Day 1779, crossing the 
Cumberland River on the ice. 


lost the capacity to imagine 
God! 
Christmas is more than this 


Writer Asks, “How Did Christ Get Out Of Christmas?” 


The other day while I was still in the throes of 
writing my stewardship sermons and had not yet even 
begun to think of what I must say on Thanksgiving 
Sunday, the littlest girl in our house came up out “of 
the basement recreation room with two little pape 
bells, crayoned red and green and each overlaid with 
a border of gotton batting she had saved from the 
wadding at the. top of a bottle of vitamin tablets. ‘‘The 
stores are getting ready for Christmas,’ she declared; 
as she hung the bells over the breakfast table. “(We 
must get ready too.”’ 

Just like. that. The poor little paper belis; the 
poor tinsel on the poor trees we cut down and drag 
into our heated living rooms; the poor greeting cards 
we exchange with their poor religious sentiments or 
poor wisecracks; the poor office parties we hold; the 
poor ‘‘spirits’’ we offer; the poor elaborate gifts we 
give, from dolls and electric trains to diamonds, minks, 
and TV sets. Just like that. : 

Will it be that easy to get ready for Christmas? Will 
it be that simple to prepare for the Advent of Christ? 
Will wearing ourselves out in a vexatious, nerve- 
racking repetition of the usual round of shopping, 


wrapping, baking, and budgeting get us ready for 


God's coming? 

The other day I received in the mail an adver- 
tisement from a company that makes outdoor creches 
for churchyards with life - six figures of the holy 
family, ‘the shepherds, the Wise Men, and the rest, all 
for twelve hundred dollars, or so. And this was the 
sales pitch: ‘Put Christ back into Christmas.’’ That's 
cheap too, isn’t it, Christ in our Christmas for only 
twelve -hundred dollars? 

I couldn’t help asking myself, ‘“‘How did he ‘get 
out?” It didn’t cost a penny to get him into Chrismas 
in the first place. We started Christmas anyway? 
Who gave himself freely? Who came. unbidden, ar- 
rived Unwelcome, and stayed under protest to create 
Christmas? And now who has put him out of Christ- 
mas SO that we have to pay to put him back in? 

The truth is that people back there at the begin- 
ning Were just as ready to pay to keep Christ out as 
they Were to put him into Christmas. Most of the 
things you and I do to get ready for Christmas 
were done by people io get ready for other kinds of 
feats and holidays, even before Christ was born. It 
was the feverish preparation for a special event in the 


political life of the Roman Empire that kept Christ Gut 
of things and banished him to a cow shed on the night 
of his birth. Remember? I wonder how many of our 
preparations for Christmas this year wil l ef- 
fectually keep Christ out of things again. How much 
will we pay this year to keep Christ out of Christmas 
under the illusion that we are paying to put him back 
in? 
How impossible, really, either to put Christ into 
Christmas, orto take him-_out, or to. get ready for 
Yt him. What a lot of foolishness we talk. It would be 
like trying to get ready for creation, would it not? 
To try to get ready for redemption would be like 
trying to get ready for the coming of Christ into our 
lives is always bound to be like trying to get ready 
for a typhoon, a hurricane, or ‘the tide. We brace 
ourselves to keep him out. 

The best we can do is allow ourselves to be sur- 
prised, to be interrupted, whoever we are and what- 
ever we are doing. : 
‘“‘Where meak souls will receive 
The dear Christ enters in.” 

Copyright 1970 by Presbyterian Life; reprinted by 
permission.) : 


Him, still 
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EDITORIAL 
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= It is Christmas! Many things are in tion, or a single failure of fulfillment. invited to touch him, then went out as = 
*-—~  \ our minds and hearts, but above all Wonderful that the one who held the _ flaming evangels to tell the world of a . 
_else should be the Lord Jesus Christ. whole world in his hands, should be risen Lord. Alld 
co After all, it is his day! And there are a clasped as a tiny babe in the arms of a Yet, the many of the world has Ne. 
hundred ways we can be thinking of God chosen mother. Wonderful, that not believed. The greatest fact of his- dux' 
him, for his name is above every the king of kings and Lord of Lords, tory, Christ the Lord is risen, yet it Oo 
name, and his life and works are who was to rule the kingdoms of this is one fact that most people do not Ta: 
—S such as those of no other who ever has world, should be born in a stable. accept. Hope, the world’s greatest hope, ecd 
mf "dived. Wonderful that God chose special was born on that resurrection morn- will} 
a Among the striking names given unt signs and messengers to announce his ing, It is the good news of the centuries. ping 
if him were those which were revealed by coming. Wonderful that he was wor- Redemption } E 
the Holy Spirit to the prophet Isaiah, shipped by wise men and shepherds. He was wonderful in his redemption. 
hundreds of years before he came to Wonderful that God himself protected What nothing élse could do for men, 
earth. Listen to these words in Isa. him from those who would destroy him. God did through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
9:6-7 “. .. and his name shall be called Wonderful that,@od chose this manner Men were made over because they met q 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The might God, of sending his own son into the world. Christ. Millions through the ages have 
The everlasting Father, the Prince of Life found new life in Christ, and it still is 
Peace.”” Whole books have been writ- Wonderful, too, is the Lord Jesus happening today. Millions find new joy, 
ten about these words, mighty ser- Christ, because of his life. Never did new peace, newcleansing, new victory, 

‘ mons have used them as a text, and another live as he lived. Never did an- new. power, new hope, because of Him. bee 
glorious oratorios have been based other have spotless character without ; Promises : hav 
upon them. How could we venture to one taint of sin, or a single instance of _ He is wonderful in his promises. He “ 

(4 add to the things which already have disobedience against the Fathers will. is here with us now. ‘Lo. I am _ with the 
LS been said? Yet, we feel constrained to ‘There was no sin in him.’ Wonderful you always” said the Lord. Hear Paul, as 
. speak briefly concerning one of those his works; wonderful his words; won- “Christ liveth in me. It is true, He gio 
names. derful his revelations; wonderful his lives in us. Yet he also is in heaven indd 
“His name shall be called Wonder- miracles; wonderful his power; won- making intercession for us, and pre- lar 
full’? What an overwhelining thought. derful the restraint in the use of that paring a place for us. And he is com- in 
The beloved Charles H. Spurgeon said power; wonderful his revealed pur- ing back. One day the heavens will : the 
that Christ is called wonderful “‘be- pose in walking among men. burst open in his power, and in all the Student Ministries Focus On Communication At Christmas op 
cause He is so.” Why should this name Death b Fe glory that he has had from the begin- Student Night at Christmas, slated for Dec. 31, will provide an opportunity for college col 

be given to the Christ of the Christmas Wonderful was our Lord in his death. ning, he will come again, with his own, and university students to communicate directly with their home churches about J 
story, and why should we think of him He lived without sin, but died as a and for his own, to reign forever and Christian witness on campus. The theme of the program will be “Faith and Conquest pro 
in this manner in this glad time, and common criminal: He died for the world forever. on Campus.’”’ Objectives will include acquainting members of the collége student's are 

: at all other times? Because he is won- _ but was rejected by the world. Hecame No wonder the Prophet could say, home church with college religious life and increasing the student's appreciation of tead 

derful! to the world to purchase man’s re- Wonderful.’ How could any name be his church in relation to his college experiences. (BSSB Photo) cep 
Pre-Existence demption, but could purchase that re- more fitting? Let us think of him in : 

He is wonderful in his pre-existence. demption only with his own blood. He this manner as we come to this Christ- ; Reaches F line| 

He was one with the father before the saved others but he could not save him- ™as, 1972. It is this wonderful chr A ent ae ee seen many things in your paper about his day 
world was, and possessed all the glory self. He had the powers of heaven and who makes Christmas possible at all: Beyond the know and appreciate him too, for I have Mas 
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the day of space exporation and the new 
| knowledge which has come in our time. The 
author draws upon all available, (at that 
| time) scientific, historical, mythical and Bi- 
' blical sources to compile forceful arguments 
i for his thesis: that the whole gospel of Christ 
: can be seen in the stars, answers false teach- 

ings of astrology which have become ramp- 

ant in our day. 


LIFE ON THE EDGE OF TIME by David 


Second Coming and-the events which can be 
expected at the Lord’s return. A very reada- 
ble, helpful small volume 


POINTED AND PRACTICAL SERMON 
OUTLINES by J. Ellis (Baker, 63 pp., paper, 
1.00). Reprint of an old book of sermon 


A CHRISTIAN’S WELLS OF JOY by John 


dropped to 3.5% of the labor force from 7.2% 
in 1960, and now totals about 2,700,000. 
Among those whodo not work at home, there 
is a stfong and continuing trend to abandon 
public transport in favor of the automobile, 
despite the congestion, pollution, and ex- 
pense. Twelve rercent of the nation’s work- 
ers in 1960 used public transportation, in- 
cluding railroad, subway, elevated railway, 
bus and streetcar, Today, fewer than 8.5% 


The glorious generality, specific though it be, 
is that the stable existed and the birth did 
take place. 


The life of that baby gave us a right 


place to look for answers to our questions 
about God. 

The birth of the baby also gave us a love- 
ly, special time of year when we celebrate 
in a loving way to express the love of God 
through our lives to other people. When a 


accept:Christ and asked if I would be willing 
to do it. I left there a new woman—a saved 
woman. I have heard of many who have ac- 
cepted Christ or been revived through his 
witnessing on the streets. I too thank God 
for him. 

I just wish all ministers would be this 
concerned about the lost in their communi- 
ties 

Thank you, 
Ellen McReese 
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ED: SPIRITUAL IDEAS IN 
«LANGUAGE by Ray 0. 
128 pp., $3.95) Short in- 


concern in the face of charges of prejudice 
and cliqueishness. This author avoids super- 
ficial answers/by givmg, positive, specific 
suggestions mixed with love and humor. 

’ 


Despair for many is @ way of life. Yet be- 
yond despair there lies a hope based not on 
escape but on reality. This book traces the 
quest for this kind of hope. 


“Dear Mr. Hill, 

“I wanted to write an open letter of sup- 
port for a young white man in our county. 
You are a Christian man and I am sure you 
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Capacity Crowds Expected _ 


Youth Convention 


For 1972 


(Continued from page 1) 
been recruited to give leadership to 
these groups as follows: , 

Rev, Paul Brooks, Greenvillé; Dr. 
Earl Kelly, Jackson; Rev. Kermit Mc- 
Gregory, Hattiesburg; Rev. Bill Dun- 
can, Picayune; Rev. Malcolm Stuart, 
Hattiesburg; Rev. Gerald Buckley, 
Pontotoc; Rev. Tom Douglas, Jack- 
son; Rev, Jimmy Smith, Pontotoc; 
Rev. Barry Landrum, Greenville; 
Rev. Bob Sheffield, Prentiss; Rev. 
Allen Stephens, Biloxi; Rev. Perry 
Neal, Bay St. Louis; Rev. Bob Mad- 
dux, Pelahatchie, and Mr. McKeever. 

On Friday morning, following Mr. 
Taylor’s message, and following the 
second { session, the 1500 youth 
will depart for their assigned shop- 
ping center. 

Each group will have a small sing- 


ing group to share the- gospel in this 
manner, and also to serve as an at- 
traction enabling the youth share 
Christ with shoppers who p to lis- 
ten. 


On Friday evening, a testimony 
time will be featured in the evening 
meeting at the auditorium, in which 
youth will tell of experiences they 
have had ‘that day. This shapes up to 
be one of the most exciting ventures 
of our state convention in years, ac- 
cording to Mr. McKeever. 


Rev. Barry Wood of Northridge, 
Calif., will be the other visiting 
speaker and will appear at each of 
the four sessions. 

Larry Black, minister of music of 
the host church, will be coordinator of 
convention music. 


Christmas Controversies 


(Continued from page 1) 


been a challenge which Americans 
have generally met satisfactorily. 
“Men of good will would agree that 
the schools are public institutions and 
as such may not be used for reli- 
gious indoctrination. They may not 
indoctrinate in regard to any particu- 
lar creed. Nor may they indoctrinate 
in any religious faith whatever. On 
the other hand, teachers may devel- 
op programs of instruction, taking ac- 
count of all vital factors in our cul- 
ture. Admittedly, there have been 
problems. But many public — schools 
are doing a commendable job of 
teaching about religion in ways ac- 
ceptable to all religious traditions.”’ 
Mr. Lowell called attention to guide- 
lines for the schools on religious holi- 
days which had been prepared by the 
Massachusetts -Department of Educa- 
tion and a similar guide issued by the 
Long Island Interfaith Council. The 
guidelines urge that the schools be 
religioysly neutral and that they avoid 


‘religious “services and religious ex- 


hibits except*to, thé extent that they 
are necessary to some subject inthe 
curriculum; e.g. art, history, etc. Re- 
ligious music should be used for its 
musical value only, not as a devo- 
tional exercise. Teachers, may take 
cognizance of the fact that religious 


-holidays are observed differently by 


different religious groups. 
Such teaching should be factual, 


not. devotional,.and «void. any adoc- 
trinal impact or any implication that 


the religious doctrines of which the 
holidays are based have the support 
of state authority. Activities which 
seem to promote or give state approv- 
al to religious matters should be 
avoided. In seeking mutual under- 
standing the schools should recognize 
that different religious groups ob- 
serve their special days differently. 
Also, that some individuals’ 
recognize no religious observances. 
Teaching about religious holidays 
should be objective and -should avoid 
any impression of support by school 
authority. 

“Such guidelines are useful,’ Mr. 


Christmas Is For Christians 
Mrs. Jessie Jeffers 
First, Dallas, Reminder 

To be still for a few moments and 
think — think back to the hill coun- 
try surrounding Bethlehem. Sheep 
are quietly resting — the distant city 
of Jerusalem is silhouetted on the hor- 
izon, so beautiful in the evening light 
where the stars seem closer then any- 
where else in the earth. The glorious 
quiet is broken by an occasional bleat 
of a baby lamb or the pealing nearby 
bells. Only to lift one’s eyes we could 
see the Mount of Olives so very 
close. Myriads of thoughts come 
tumbling into our hearts and minds. 
For His feet has touched our’ earth 
there and, to glorious to contemplate, 
one day His feel will again touch that 
very place and the Glory of Heaven 
will be ours. It’s the Christian’s time 
—this Season of the year. We are, of 
all people most blessed. 


beliefs - 


Lowell said, ‘‘but there is no final 
determination that even one with the 
wisdom of Solomon can make in this 
area.” 


Mr. .Lowell cited Rollingwood Ele- 
mentary School, Chevy Chase, Mary-~ 
land, as a school which ‘seems to 
handle the problem in a way which 
causes a minimum of dissatisfaction. 
The school has three major com- 
ponents: Christian; Jewish, and secu- 
lar. When a religious holiday ap- 
proaches, there is no attempt to deny 
or conceal the fact. Due cognizance 
is taken of it as a fact of experience. 
Christian children who had not the 
faintest idea of Hanukkah come home 
with a pretty good idea of it. And 
the Jewish children whose idea of 
Christmas was likely limited, emerge 
with some appreciation of what the 
day means to Christians. 

“There is no proselytism at Rollin- 
wood School. Thére is no attempt to 
impose religion. What we find here 
is an attempt to convey understand- 
ing of something that is. The normal 
teaching ‘techniques are employed, 
and music is not excluded.” 


Musical ‘Ts Be Given 


“Celebrate Life,” a musical based 
on the life of Christ, will be presented 
on Thursday night by a 500 voice 
choir under the direction of Billy Jack 
Green, minister of music, First Bap- 
tist Church, Columbia. 

“Truth”, the Christian music- 
at group based in Mozile, Ala., will 
be featured also. 

State Youth Choir Festival adjudi- 
cation will be held Thursday’ after- 
noon at 1:30 o’clock. Winning choirs 
will sing later before the entire c 0 n- 
vention. 


Registration will be held at the! 
church at 3:30 o’clock and at both the/ 
suditorium and the church on Thurs- 


day, beginning at 6:00 p.m. ; 


The convention proper will begin 
at the church at 4:00 o’clock. A train- 


ing session will also be held from 7:00-. 


8:30 at the church on Thursday night, 
with the program in the auditorium 
to begin at 9:00 p.m. 

Otherwise all day sessions will be 
held at the church with all evening 
meetings to be conducted in the au- 
ditorium. 

The convention will conclude on 
Friday night with an evangelistic ral- 
ly. 

Convention leaders made the fol- 
lowing statement regarding this 
year’s convention: 

“Churches from all over the _ state 
are planning to bring their youth. 
Nevertheless, churchés that have not 
yet brought their young people to this 
annual event are urged to do so this 
year. * 

“One caution should he made: This 
convention will be more beneficial to 
the older youth — senior high and 
college ages — and large numbers of 
junior high youth should be brought 
only with plenty of adult supervision. 
This is especially true this year since 
the youth will spend several hours in 
various shopping centers. 

“Church groups should make their 
motel reservations immediately. Any- 
one desiring. information may get in 
touch with either of the three depart- 
ments sponsoring the convention.” 
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The above painting of a city skyline with the star of nativity shining is en- 
titled ““God So Loves the World.”’ It is the creation of a young Argentine 


artist, Roberto Claverie. (RNS Photo) 


Christmas Music Through Fhe Ages 


New York (NAPS) — Called noels 
in France, le pastorali in Italy and 
Weihnachtslieder in Germany, carols 
are everywhere the welcome sound 
of Christmas. Groups of friends and 
relatives gathered around a piano as 
they sing Christmas-earols are a 
twentieth - century tradition. Yet few 
of those who hear and sing them know 
their surprising history — a tale well 
worth giving éar to. 

When was the first carol sung? 
Scholars think caroling probably be- 
gan in the early church when Nativ- 
ity plays, accompanied by songs of 
joy, told the story of Christ's birth. 
One of the earliest choruses of praise, 
gloria in excelsis deo (glory to God 
in the highest) is still sung by carol- 
ers at Christmas time. 

The custom of outdoor carol singing 
is many hundreds of years old. It 
seems to have started in the Middle 
Ages when groups of people went 
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from house to house to sing by torch- 
light. 

Yet despite joyous beginnings, the 
Christmas carol eventually ran into 
some rough weather. As the Puritan 
influence gréw strong, carols became 
gloomy and grim; finally the Puri - 
tans made it a crime even to print 
them or sing them publicly! After 
Puritanism waned in England, 
carols made a comeback — but in 
the 17th and 18th centuries were 
considered a rustic, socially inferior 
“form of song! By 1882, a writer nam- 
ed William Hone was predicing that 
carols were dying out and ina few 
years’ time would be heard no more! 

When you hear your favorite carols 
sung in church, outside your window, 
or on.a recording, can you tell which 
of them are ancient and which are 
comparatively recent? 

Some authorities thank that The 
Twelve Days of Christmas originally 


, 


belonged not to Christmas but [0 
the turn of the year; its roots may 
go far back into pagan times. Good 
King Wenceslaus, a British favorite, 
was borrowed from a Swedish sons- 
book of 1582. God Rest Ye Merry, 
Gentlemen, may ‘also date back [0 
the 16th century. Some say Adeste 
Fideles was composed by St. Bona- 
venture before 1274 — but-the earliest 
surviving manuscript is dated 1790 
and signed by John Francis Wade, 
a music dealer in France. 

Joy to the World was taken from 4 
hymn written in 1719 by Isaac Watts;: 
its current music was adapted from 
Handel's Messiah. John Wesley wrote 
Hark the Herald Angels Sing in 1737; 
its musical accompaniment was 
adapted in 1855 from one of Mendels- 
sohn’s works. O Little Town of Beth- 
lehem is less than 100 years old; it 
was written in 1868 by Phillips Brooks. 

The most beloved carol of all —Si- 
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“On The Morning Of Christ’s Nativity” 


John Milton in his lovely ode, ‘On: the Morning of Christ’s Nativity,’’ wrote, 
“The Babe yet lies in smiling infancy That on the bitter cross Mus re- 


deem our loss.’ 


Despite the secularization of Christmas, we still have a 


chance personally to celebrate the birthday pf Jesus Christ and recapture 
the very esserice of the Incarnation. (HMB Photo by Don Rutledge) 
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Thursday, December 21, eve 


Broadmoor 
To Celebrate 


20th Birthday 


Broadmoor Church, Jackson, will 
celebrate its 20th birthday January 7, 
and is inviting all former members to 
“homecoming” activities y 


Anniversary activities will ~include™ 
two worship services led by the chur- 
ch’s first pastor, a luncheon for 
charter. members and former _ staff 
members, a special attendance goal 
and&k a one - day effort to pledge the 
church's 1973 budget. 


Broadmoor began in 1953 as a mis- 
sion of Jackson's First Baptist Chur- 
ch. Its membership today stand at 
about 3,500 and it has been recogniz- 
ed as one of the fastest growing 
churches in the Southern Baptist Con- 


vention. 


Its pastor, Dr. David R. Grant, has 
just been elected president of the Mis- 
sissippi Baptist Convention. 


The January 7 anniversary cele- 
bration is being directed by a church 
committee headed by Jackson phar- 
‘“macist William Farlow. 

“We know we have former mem- 
bers scattered throughout Missis- 
sippi,’’ Farlow said. ““We’re inviting 
all these to enjoy homecoming activi- 
ties with us.’’ 

e schedule for the day includes: ° 
8:20 a.ch. worship service led by the - 
pastor; ‘special worship service at 11 
a.m., led by the church's first pastor, 
Dr. Gordon Sansing of Grenada; noon 
luncheon for charter members and 
former staff members; service of re- 
dedication at 2:30 p.m., led by Dr. 
Sansing; reception and tour of facili- 
ties following afternoon service. 


¥ 


t 


Minister, WifeSlain By Son. 


ATLANTA (BP) — A Southern Bap- 
tist pastor and his wife were shot to 
death shortly before midnight Tues- 
day here, apparently by their elder 
son, who later the next morning com- 
mitted suicide. 

The bodies of Homer Smith, 57, 
pastor of Hills Park Baptist Church 
in Atlanta, and his wife Allene, 56, 
were found by police Wednesday 
morning, after they received a tele- 
phone call from the Smith's younger 
son, Steve, 29. 

The police also found the body of 


if | sett Bentley» Smith; 39, .with a. fatal 


bullet wouhd ‘through “his head, seat- 
ed in a reclining chair where he had 
apparently killed himself after shoot- 
ing his mother. and father. 

»The younger Smith son said his bro- 
ther Jeff had called him Wednesday 
morning and told him what he had 


done. ‘You'd ‘better start arrange- 
ments,”’ Jeff Smith told his brother. 

The first time Jeff called him that 
morning Steve said he hung up -on 
Jeff. Steve later told police that the 
family was “having problems” with 
Jeff. The second time Jeff called, 


however, Steve listened to him tell 
him that he had killed their parents 
Steve then telephoned the police. 
Homer Smith, who formerly had 
been pastor of Venetian Hill Baptist 
Church for 14 years, was lying in a 


hallway, a .410 guage shotgun beside 
his body and woufids in his face 
and shoulder 

His wife, Allene, was lying on the 


floor of the master bedroom with 
wounds in her neck and chest. Jeff 
was sitting upright in a chair in the 
den. There were indications that the 
minister had strugged for his life, po- 


lice said. There were spent shells and 
cartridges strewn about him from 
three weapons — the shotgun, a .25 


French Accent on Christmas 
The Christmas Seasons of the 1850s 
came to New Orleans and the sur- 


rounding Louisiana towns with a 
French - Southern accent. Most fam- 
ilies attended messe de minuit —Mid- 
night Mass — on Christmas Eve and, 
following th service, joined immedi- 
ate relatives for reveillon — the 
Christmas breakfast. 

lent Night — has an interesting story 
behind it According to information 
supplied by Baldwin researchers, _ it 


was hastily written in 1818 by an Au 
strian parish priest, Joseph Mohr, 
as a surprise for his parishioners, 
Mohr feared they would be disappoint- 
ed when they learned that the church 
organ had broken down! He took the 
poem to his friend, church organist 
Franz Gruber, who completed the fa- 
mous melody in a few hours. At mid- 
night mass that evening, the two of 
them sang the masterpiece—to a 
guitar accompaniment 


Some of the most popular Christ- 
mas music of all tirnes has been com- 
posed in the 20th century One of the 
greatest sellers of phonograph rec- 


ords ‘is Irving Berlin’s White Christ- 
mas. It was first recorded in 1942 
The Little Drummer Boy is another 


recent recard best - seller that prom- 
ises to become a Christmas classic. 

Ancient and traditional or up - to- 
the - minute modern, Christmas songs 
play a vital role in setting the mood 
of the season. For after all. “ ‘Tis the 
season to be jolly.” 


caliber pistol, and a .38 pistol —found 
in the house. Z 
Otherwise the house, was undis- 
turbed. j 
Police said they could determine no 
motive for the murders. 


3 Baptist Building 

Families Lose 

Father, Fathers-In-Law 
Within the past few days, three Bap- 


‘ist Building eriployees have lost rela- 


tives through death 


E. Truman Hensley died in Missouri 
December 17 at the age of 81. He had 
suffered a stroke a sho time ago. He 
leaves 11 grandchildren, three sons 
and two daughters, one his 
being Dr. J. Clark Hensley, of Jack 
son, director of the Christian Action 
Commission. Funeral services were 
held on December 19 at Green City, 
Missouri, near kirksville 


of sons 


MeWilliams died in Yazoo 
City December 15 at the age of 84. 
His survivors include six daughters, 
three sons, 32 grandchildren, 47 great- 
grandchildren, two great-great- grand 
‘children, two sisters, and one brother 


Miles B 


He was the father-in-law of Mrs. W 
D. MeWilliams, editorial associate, 
the Baptist Record Funeral services 
were held December 17 at Corinth 
Church, Simpson County. Mr. McWil- 


liams was a native of Simpson Coun 
ty, but had lived most of his adult life 
near Midnight. He was a member of 
the Straight Bayou Baptist Church, 
Sharkey County 


Lewis Edward Brewer, Sr., Spring 
Ridge Road, Terry, died December 16 
at the age of 52. Funeral services were 
held December 18 at Baldwin Funeral 
Home in Jackson. Survivors include 
one son, one daughter, two sisters, 
five brothers, two grandchildren. His 
daughter-in-law, Mrs. Lewis Edward 
Brewer, Jr., is office secretary, De- 
partment of Work with National Bap- 
tists, MBCB. Mr. Brewer was super- 
intendent of the Pooley Company in 
Jackson and a member of the Spring 
Ridge Methodist Church. He had suf- 
fered a heart attack not long before 
the time of his death 


“Twas the Night before Christmas 


Baptists To Share 
In ABC-TV National 


Christmas Program 


Baptists wili have an opportunity to 
share a Christmas message with the 
nation December 24 when the ABC 
television network airs its national 
Christmas program, “Christ Is 
Born,”’ from 1-2 p.m. EST. : 

Dr. Baul M. Stevens, president of 
the Southern Baptist Radio and Tele< 
vision Commission, will represent. the 
12-million member Southern Baptist 
Convention. He will share a message 
on the meaning of Christmas. 

Dry Stevens, and. representatives 
ints Sees aaa 
ths, ‘wi ard bri ‘Wtifihg the 
program — which is using the Christ- 
mas messages. instead of commer- 
cials 

Check your local station listing for 


correct time in your area 


Swiss Site Set For 
BWA Executive Meet 

WASHINGTON (BP) — The Bap 
tist World Alliance has chosen E in- 
siedeln, Switzerland, a small town 
rich in religious history, as the meet- 
ing place for its 1973 Executive Com- 
mittee and Study commission se 5 - 
sions 

About 200 persons from 35 countries 
are expected to attend the — sessions 
slated July 13-17, 1973, at Einsiedeln, 
population 8,500, located about 45 
minutes by bus frorn Zurich where the 
European Baptist Federation will be 
meeting, July 18-22 

Einsiedeln famed for its Bene- 
dictine abbey which houses a fountain 
and image of Mary, the object of an- 
nual pilgrimages. Ulrich Zwingli was 


1s 


pastor there from 1516-18, before he 
broke with the Catholic church and 
led the reformation about 1523 
Dr. Ramsay's Tour 
Begins June 11 

The tour of Europe and the Bible 
lands, to be led by Dr. Bob N. Ram 

of Tupelo, is to begin June 14, 


say 
1973. The June 22 date reported ion 
Baptist Record was an 


last week's 


error 
>» 


Christmas 


Christmas Stamps For 1972 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — The U.S. 
two different Christmas stamps, 


At left—Santa Claus, adofns one of 


Clevement Clarke Moore’s poem, “A Visit from St Ni 
other, a detail of the painting “Mary, 


musical instruments in the 
Heaven,” 
(RNS Phto) 


from the collection of the N 


Postal Service once again has issued 


one religious in theme, the other secular. 


a line from 
Angels play 
Queen of 
Art in Washington. 


along with 
Nicholas.” 


the stamps, 


ational Gallery of 


Renee Ae 


5] Lesson: International 


« 4 ie / 
‘Promise (i 


sage of God's judgment on the faith- 
less nation of Judah. However, his 
message was also one of hope in the 


7 9 
: a : 


waengeet 


By Clifton J. Allen 
Jeremiah 23:5-6; $3:14-16; 
Matthew 2:1-12 


In connection with our study of se- 
lected passages from Jeremiah, it is 
‘appropriate to observe parallels be- 
tween Jeremiah and Jesus. Both were 
rejected by the folk with whom they 
grew up. Both plumbed the depths of The Lesson Explained | 
agonizing prayer. Both denounced THE HOPE OF ISRAEL (Jer. 33:14- 
trust in the Temple and the hypocrisy 16) * 
of Temple worship. Both were the ob- “Behold, the days come sis bet- 
jects of murderous hatreds by the ter, “the days are coming” — is 
priests. Both wept for Jerusalem, and characteristic of Jeremiah. This was 
both declared the message of judg- the word of the Lord to Jeremiah. 
ment and hope. Our lessons from There was no prospect that Judah 
Jeremiah have emphasized his mess could escape the righteous judgment 


prediction of a coming king of justice 
and righteousness found its ultimate 
fulfilment in the coming of the mes- 


siah. 


‘ “here loa . + 
Prepasing-For Christmas Dinner, 

The turkey Ay’ tamed from the oven, much to the delight of the family, 
as another load of ‘Wood' is’ brought in for the stove. Ever since the begin- 
ning of » & great feast has been held to celebrate Christmas. 

FF Ha riott hag develggex its; ini lata in corg 

The traditional American Christmas meal is English in origin although 
the English ‘‘Christmas bird’’ (usually goose or capom) has been supplanted 
by our turkey and cranberry sauce. An assortment of pastries, breads, po- 
tatoes and vegetables are also common fare on Yuletide tables. 

This painting by William Medcalf appears in the 1972 edition of ‘‘Christ- 
mas, An American Annual of Christmas Literature and Art,’ Vol. 42, edited 
by Randolph E. Haugan. It is used by permission of Augsburg Publishing 
House, Minneapolis, Minn., copyright owner. (RNS Photo) 


Sunday Schéot' Lesson: Life and Work 


A Light In. The Darkness: 
Promise And Fulfillment 


Gen. 49:8-12; Isa. 49:14 
Luke 2:25-32; Gal. 4:4-5 
By Bill Duncan 


The Garden of Eden must have 
been a beautiful place. God created 
it especially for man and gave him 


The promise of the Messiah speaks 
also of the forerunner that was to 
come. For God promised a forerun- 
ner to come that would prepare the 
way for the first Christmas. His 
name was not mentioned, so some 
the privilege of living there. The dark- thought that it would be Elijah, come 
ness of sin entered the world and the ack from the dead. But Malachi 3:1 
disobedience of Adam and Eve. The = ak eens 
life of righteousness faded away in 
, the garden. It was then that God first 
promised a Christmas when a re- 
deemer would come, that would ful- 
fill Gods necessary requirements for 
salvation. Gen. 3:15 says, ‘‘Eve’s seed 
will bruise the serpents head. 
Down through the centuries the reve- 
lation of God continued to bring to 
mankind the promise of God concern- 
ing Jesus Christ and the first Christ- 
mas. Gen. 49:10 told that the Mes- 
siah would come and he would be the 
descendant of Judah. ; 


Jacob went with his sons into Egypt 
where he lived the latter portion of 
his days. It was there that Jacob died 
and asked that he be carried back to 
his homeland where he would be buri- 
ed with other members of his family. 
Jacob was a sincere person. He had 
many children, that proved to be a 
blessing to the world. Reuben was the 
oldest son, but Judah was the one 
that Jagob said would be the family 


leader. And out of Judah’s line was applications for today. 


to come David, the great King of Is- ] * 
. rael. And from David's descendants THE GLORY OF GALATIANS 
by Fred M. Wood ea 


~ would come Jésus, who 
— Pwo, 92.99 
: Ao v. 


King , 
The prophet Micah pinpointed the a Baptist "Store 
Place that Jesus was to be born. Mi- - 7 #% 


A letter so current it could 
have been written for today's 


cah 5:2: “But thou Bethlehem, out 
of thee shall he come forth.” When 
the men came searching for hte 


9 the Old Testament for ~ OOK 
=o att fd TORE 


125% President St + Jackson MS 39201 + (601) 354 3417 


purpose and faithfulness of Gd. His 


of God through the power of the Cha}, 
deans. Even so, there was hope for 
the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah, that is, the people of 
through what God would do in tht 
future. A righteous Branch or 

would spring forth out of t.e line 
David. He would execute ‘justice 
righteousness. Through his reign Ju 
dah would be saved; Jerusalem, 
that time facing destruction, w 

be established in security. And the 
city would be called by the name 
“The Lord our righteousness.” I } 
would indeed be a trophy of the right. 
teousness of God. Jeremiah declareg 
more than he knew, and we can see 
the fulfilment of God’s word through 
Jeremiah in Christ, the Messiah of 
Israel. He would cause justice an@ 
righteousness to prevail. He wor 
bring salvation to his people. He 
would be the source of righteousness 
for his people and the power f 
righteousness in the earth. . 


THE CHRIST OF BETHLEHEM 
(Matt. 2:1-6) 


The hope of Israel found fulfilment 
in the Christ of Bethlehem. When he 
was_ born, a sign was given to Wise 


~ Méf#from the East. There was wide. 


spread expectation of a world re. 
deemer. It is not surprising there. 
fore that: these Wise Men understood 
something of the significance of his 
birth for all nations. Guided in some 
way by the Lord, the Wise Men came 
to Jerusalem seeking the one ‘“‘born 


says, ‘‘Behold he shall come, saith 


the Lord of Hosts.” 


No one could truly say that the 
Messiah had not been predicted or 
promised. For the Old Testament 
speaks very distinctly in glowing 
terms about the promised one, Jesus 
Christ. Isaiah lived 700 years before 
Christ in the darkest days of 
the world’s calendar. Yet, he paintéd 
the best picture of the Lord Jesus 
Christ that we really have in the Old 
Testament. Isaiah has even been cal- 
ied the fifth gospel, for he is one who 
saw his people walking in darkness. 
Yet he proclaimed a great light would 
come. When someone looks at the 
book of Isaiah, he sees Isaiah descrih- 
ing the immortal Immanuel, in such 

,terms that it is more than just a pro- 
phecy, for he is actually writing ‘the 
history before it happened. Isaiah said 
that the coming Messiah would be a 
suffering servant. He described him 
in many different ways, altogether 

~ saying that his rolé Would ‘not te tha } 
of a reigning monarch, but a lovin 
caring God, who wanted to save mar 
kind. 


_In Jsaiah’ 49:6 we hear the prophecy 
concerning Jesus Christ, ‘‘Who would 
be a light to the Gentiles, thou may- 
est be my salvation unto the end of 
the earth.”’ This light was te come 
out of Israel or tribes of Jacob, and 
preserve Israel and the. people of the 
whole world. 


Last week we had a Christmas pa- 
rade in our community. One of the 
floats that wen past had an arrow 
pointing, saying ‘“‘One Way.” In the 
midst of all the excitement, catch- 
ing the throws from the floats, we mis- 
sed the real significance of the ‘‘One 
Way” float. All of a sudden one of 
the children said, ‘‘Look Daddy, that 
is the picture of Christ.’’ And as I 
looked, sure enough the arrow had 
been pointing to a large painting of 
Jesus Christ. When the float passed 
by very few of us saw the real sig- 
nificance of the “One Way’’ arrow. 
But as the float passed on by the 
crowd, people were able to see that 
the arrow was pointing to Jesus 
Christ. During the Bible days many 
people did not see the real signifi- 
cance of all that the promises said 
to the people of the Old Testament 
But as we look back with our per- 
spective, we see the crimson promis- 
es of Christmas throughout many of 
the Old Testament passages Ot 
course, we do not see all the fulfill. 
ment of the Old Testment but _ life 
moves on and so does the prophecy 
and the fulfillment of Jesus Christ 

Paul wrote in the book of Galatians 
chapter 4, ‘‘When the fulness of time 
was come God sent forth his son, 
made of a woman.’’ God prepared 
the world for the coming of Jesus 
Christ, and when the proper time. 
arrived, Jesus Christ came as a baby, 
to grow up as a man, to become a 
Suffering Saviour. The world had a 
language, where men were able to 
communicate with their neighbor 
The world had a government that 
would give opportunity for people to 
move from one country to another 
The world had a sense of unity that 


prepared sar cabedcligs Christmas. , 
Every ‘daf€ affixed to the check 


document. is a witness that the cen. 
tral event in history was the coming 
of Jesus Christ. But for five centur- 
ies after Christ’s birth, the world fol- 
lowed the old Roman calendar. Ip 
A. D. 532 Dionysius of Rome comput. 
éd a birthday for Jesus. Recent scho- 
larship has proven this date. to be 
inaccurate by five or six years. Dion- 
ysius estimated that Jesus was born 
in the Romian year 754 and adjusted 
the Christian calendar to begin with 
this year. The years before Jesus 
were counted backwards (B. Cc. 
meaning Before Christ). The years af. 
(Continued on page 8) 


if p, siah: The Ul vIOr K ig 
a 


King of the Jews." Herod was jeal- 
ous and hostile at the thought of any 
other king; all the people feared any 
possible’ disturbance that would 
arouse the Romans to intervene. 
When Herod sought some clue from 
the chief priests and scribes, they re- 
ferred to a prophecy in Micah de- 
claring that out of Bethlehem would 
come forth a ruler who would gov- 
ern or shepherd the people of Israel. 
The Wise Men proceeded to Bethle- 
hem, and there the Christ was the ob- 
ject of their worship as they offered 
their gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. 


THE SAVIOR-KING OF THE WORLD 
The quest of the Wise Men was in 
every way symbolic. The spiritual 
hunger and longing and the search 
for truth and redemption on the part 
of mankind are all satisfied in Jesus 
Christ. The worship of the Wise 
Men symbolizes the coming of the 
Gentiles to acknowledge the Son 
of David as the true Son of God, the 
one through whom salvation is offer- 
ed to all peoples of the earth. The 
coming of Jesus Christ, born of a wo- 
man, the Word made flesh, was the 
mighty saving act of the eternal God, 
whose purpose of redemption was ac- 
complished in the life and death and 
resurrection of his Son. He came to 
make effective the rule of God in the 
hearts of men and to establish his 
kingdom of justice and righteousness 
in the earth. He is indeed the Sav- 
ior - King in whom alone is salvetion 
and to whom has been given authority 
in heaven and on earth. The adora- 
‘tion of the Wise Men was more ap- 
propriate than they understood. 


Truths to Live By 


We can count on the faithfulness of 
God. — All the promises of God have 
their yes in Jesus Christ, and this for 
the glory of God. ‘We can count on 
the, faithfulness of God with respect 
to athe forgiveness ‘of our sins if we 
have repénted with sincerity and plac- 
ed our faith in Christ. We can count 
on his faithfulness in terms of spir- 
itual security, knowing that we shall 
be ‘‘kept by the power of God throu- 
gh faith unto salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time.’’ We can 
count on his faithfulness in  sup- 
plying grace for the time of trial, in 
supplying power to overcome tempta- 
tion, and in supplying courage to give 
a witness by word and conduct that 
honors Christ. 

Christ is the fulfilment of the pro- 
phetic message Of judgment and 

. — Having given his life as an 


4 offering fo? sin, Christ —now_..warks 
through his Spirit to effect both judg- 


ment and redemption. 

Christmas may well inspire a new 
quest for the Christ of God. — Our 
relationship with Christ must rise 
above the intimacy of irreverent, 


C4 


é alan 


Christmas Eve 


The snow is full of silver light 
Spilled from the heavens’ tilted cup 
And, on this holy, tranquil night, 
The eyes of men are lifted up 
To see the promise written fair, 
The hope of peace for all on earth, 
And hear the singing bells declare 
The marvel of the dear Christ’s birth. 
? The way from year to year is long 
> And though the road be dark so far, 
Bright is the manger, sweet the song, 
The steeple rises to the Star. 


—Faith Baldwin 


There Was A Man 


There was a Man 
who dwelt in the East 
“ centuries ago 
and now I cannot look 
at a sheep or a sparrow, 
a lily or a cornfield, 
a raven or a sunset, 
a vineyard or a mountain 
without thinking 
of Him. 
—Gilbert Keith 
Chesterton 


7 al . 
The True Light 
The true light that enlightens 
every man was coming into the 
world. He was in the world, and 
the world was made through him, 
yet the world knew him not. He 
came to his own home, and his 
own people received him not. 
But to all who received him, 
who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children 
of God; who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the 
flesh nor of the will of man, 
but of God 
John 1:9-13 


Christmas Prayer 


Lord, pity him who is alone 
On any Christmas day! 

Grant him a peace of mind and 
heart; 

Give him a tongue to say 

An inner, silent little prayer 
And take away his pain 

Of loneliness and give him rest 
Till he comes home again: 

Till he comes home once more 

to love, 

To happy children’s cries, 

To see the new glad welcome in 
His loved ones’ merry eyes. 


> 


soul, 
Though many miles apart, 
May be as one with Christ, if 


they 
Keep Christmas in the heart! 
Ray Kemp 
—Watchman Examiner 


PRAARAROMOIVO 


% SCRAPBOOK: 


Comfort ye, comfort ye my 
eople, saith your arowaias 
very valley shall be exalted 
and every mountain and hill 
shall be made low: and the 
crooked shall be made stra- 
ight, 
lain: And the glo 

rd shall be revealed... . 


Oh, miay he know the pure in i 


' 


Of The World 


Trimming The Christmas Tree 


With ornaments and strings of popcorn, a family decorates their Christ- 
mas tree during the early part of this century. The decorated tree has be- 
come the main feature of modern Christmas celebrations. The origin of ‘the. 
Christmas tree goes back to medieval Germany, where the cusjom sre 
mained until the 1800s when it spread to other parts of Europe. -The ‘gett 
became popular in America following the second wave of Germany intmigréa -- +. 
tion in the 1830s and by the turn of the century Christmas trees ~had be-..° * « 
come an “‘old-fashioned’’ tradition. : 

This painting is one of a series by William Medcalf entitled- fr ok 
American Christmas’’ appearing in the 1972 edition of ‘‘Christmas, An er- 
ican Annual of Christmas Literature and Art,’’ Vol. 42, edited by Randolph 
E. Haugan. It is used by permission of Augsburg Publishing House, Minne- ~ 
apolis, Minn., copyright owner. (RNS Photo) 


discover Christ as a man of streng- 


th, a tireless worker, .and friend of 
sinners but himself ‘the; Sifless ofte;, 
and the one who was’ willidg to Bives 
his life meekly to ee ‘ 
ritheir sing, And abesxe all, we a 
, cover ‘Christ -as the tag wees 0, , 
whom wé give ourselves ik pyre wor- 
ship and service, -in, who: we ‘put 
our trust for a brightér future; a new 
humanity, a better world, the kn g- 


dom of God! 
\ pe 
~~ 


“buddy - buddy” familiarity, and a 
cheap and careless conversation in- 
cluding vulgar vocabulary. We must 
seek to know him as the source of all 
truth, as the pattern and standard 
of trid” love afi@* disciplined chastity 
and clean living and just dealing, and 
as the one whose righteous wrath 
burned against hypocrisy and _  en- 
trenched evil but who never incited re- 
bellion or encouraged hate. We must 


*Tis Christmas 
"Tis Christmas in the fields of 


snow 

‘Tis Christmas where the palm 

trees grow 

For every land and people, lo, 
‘Tis hristmas. 


A Lantern 


Because the way was steep and 
ong, 

And through a strange and 
lonely land, 

God placed upon my lips a song, 

And put a lantern in my_ hand. 


—Joyce Kilmer 
tod What other day in all the year 


Can flood the human heart with 2 
cheer, 
And bring together there and 
ere 
Like Christmas? 
What other day can make us 
blind 


To all the petty woes behind; 
And move with Idve to all man- 


Like Christmas? 
It brightens Scrooge, so cold and 
im. 


It brightens Fred and Tiny Tim, 
‘God bless us all!” we say with 

him, 
‘Tis Christmas. \ 


‘Tis Christmas, yet there must 


be some 
Who stand ’mid jubilations dumb, 
To whom there never seems to 


come 
A Christmas. 


And so I vow, not once a year, 
But every day to someone near 
I'l! make the star to reappear 

For Christmas. 
—Robert Freeman 


The Only Light 


The world was dark and drear 
And doom was mankind’s fate 
When Eve and Adam fled 

Ost from the garden’s gate. 


Then God in tender love 
Came down to this dark earth 
And made a way for man 
The night of Jesus’ birth. 


From there on to the cross 
To change the night to day, 
Our sins were paid by Him 
Who is the Light, the Way. 


He is a Lamp unto our feet, 
A Light unto our path, 

He longs to lead the way 
And give us all He hath. 


Trust Him’ Who is the -Light 
Where darkness fades away, 
And each day brighter grows 
Until the perfect day. 


His light we should let shine 
Through vessels of our clay, 


eerie Hen ie the Lig, ie wa 
le is , the ay! 
The Glory Of —Ruby Singley 
The Lord The Christmas Tree 


The holly’s up, the house is ailbright, ‘d 
The tree is ready, the candles alight; 
Rejoice and be glad, all children to-night: 


Let every house be ready to-night— 
The children gathered, the candles alight— 
That music to hear, to see that sight. 
—From_ the song by. Peter Cornelius (18241874) * 
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Names In 
The News 


Joe Barefoot, a member of 
Northside Baptist Church, 
Vicksburg, is a truck driver 
who writes poetry and uses it as 
a witness for Christ. On a re- 
cent Sunday he read one of his 
poems to the congregation, and 
said he was going ‘to use 
his as a “‘trail of witness” 
for Christ wherever his work 
leads him. He told the congre- 
gation that as he drives the truck 
along the highway he often talks 
to the Lord. 


Jan Dewbre has accepted a 
e call by First 
Church, Potts 
Camp, to serve 
as youth di- 
rector, announ - 
ces Rev. Joe 
Epting, p a s- 
tor. Miss Dew- 

hy ; bre is a sopho- 
\ ' more at North - 
west Jr. College 
and is majoring in speech and 
theatre. She is a. member of the 
Philadelphia Church, Lafayette 
Association. 


Grace, Lovelace of Clinton won 
first place in the recent Hy mn 
Text Contest.at First Church 
Clinton. Guy Ferrell, of Clinton, 
who made several entries, won 
both second and third places. 
Miss Lovelace is offiee secre- 
tary, Cooperative Missions De- 
partment, Mississippi Baptist 
Convention Board. Tanner Riley 
is minister of music at First, 
Clinton; Rev. Tom Douglas is 
interim pastor. 


Mrs. Minnie Smith, pictured, 
Wesson, has received the 1972 
“First Lady of the Year’’ 
p 3 : * Award pre- 


months. A graduate of William 
Carey College, Rick has studied 
at New Orleans Seminary. He 
will serve Ist, Yazoo City, in 
the areas of music, education, 
youth, and will give assistance 
in the program of evangelism. 


Ronald Ross, pictured, of Moss 
Point, is the new minister of mu- 

x * sic and youth 
ty for Seminary 
Church, mov - 
ing there from 
Goodwat- 
er Church, Ma- 
gee. Mrs. Ross 
is the for- 
mer Judy Scott, 
also of Moss 
Point. Both Mr. 
and Mrs. Ross are enrolled at 
William Carey College. 


Rev. . Paul Blanchard, pictur- 
ed, was ordained to the gospel 
ministry on De- 
cember. 3° by 
West’ Drew 
Church at 

rew. Rev. Ja- 
mes Jeffreys, 
pastor of ,Pop- 
larSprings 
Church, Cal- 
houn County, 
officiated. Rev. 
Jack Moore, pastor of Merigold 
Church, Bolivar County, preach- 
‘ed the ordination sermon. 


Clayton Corley, above, of Oko- 
.lona, music director at Mt. Olive 
Church, ‘Chickasaw County (Rev. 
Billy T. McDaniel, pastor), re- 
cently received his nine-year per- 
fect Sunday school attendance 
pin. He is shown with two of his 
four children. Elizabeth, left, has 
missed only one Sunday in seven 
years. Brenda, center, has 
earned, a one-year pin. 


eg 


Philip Douglas, pictured, was 
ordained into the gospel minis- 
‘try by First Church, Gautier on 
November - 12. 
¢ Rev? Billy Gre- 
ene, pastor of 
Whitesand - 
Church, Jeff 
Davis County, 
gave the char- 
ge. Rev. L.C. 
Anthony, pas - 
tor of Dublin 
Church (Jeff Davis) preached 
the ordination sermon, with 
Rev. W. C. Burns of Taylorsville 
‘ singing the special music and of- 
fering the ordination prayer. 
Rev. John G. Brock, pastor of 
First Church, Gautier presented 
the Bible. Mr. Doyglas is a stu- 


Dr. and Mrs. C. B. Hamlet, Ill 
left_ Monday, December 18 from 
Atlanta on the Prince of Peace 
Pilgrimage to Cyprus, Turkey, 


sented by Gam- 
ma Eta C hap- 


dent at Clarke College and ;is 
pastor of Westside Church Ma- 
con. He is married to the former 


Lebanon, Syria, and Israél, 
rected by Evangelist Richard 
Hogue, and Astronaut James Ir- 


di- > 


Nursing And Convalescent Homes 


Modern New Facilities — 


“For the finest in Convalescent Care’ 


Care Inn - Cleveland, Miss. 


Phone - (601) 843-5347 


Care Inn - Clinton, Miss. 


« Phone - (601) 924-7043 


Care Inn - Corinth, Miss. 


Care Inn - Greenwood, Miss. 


Phone - (601) 453-9173 


Care Inn - Grenada, Miss. 


Care Inn - Holly Springs, Miss. 


Phone - (601) 252-1141 


Care Inn - Indianola, Miss. 


Phone - (601) 887-2682 


Care Inn - Yazoo City, Miss. 


Phone - (601) 746-6651 


Care Inn - Collierville; Terin. 


Phone - (901) 859-8561 


Care Inn - Memphis, Tenn. * 


Trace.Haven - Natchez, Miss. 


Phone --(601) 442-4393 


Phone - (601) 286-2286 


Phone - (601) 226-2442 


Phone - (901) 743-7700 


“ 


TRACE HAVEN 
Natchez, Miss. 


ter of Beta 
Sigma Phy.. In - 


Patsy Jones of Preah The win. The purpose of this partic- 


have two children,.Glynp, 12; ular Christmas Holy Land tour 
recegninion 2 6 ~ and Rodbin, 10., , ous |, is to? join with) thany others in a : pele 
s enitipn . . 4,” A greit Christifias. eye service. in We invite and encourage. you to bring your“. .~ 


distin gut.-: ey. John Egward ‘Margiall, ‘Bethieheia and\to participate in 


' : church group'to your nearby Care Inn to visit. * * 
“«,.\a student at Néw Orlebns Sémi-”.\a Peace ‘Pagéant|on Christmas : 


with our residents conduct religious | , 


N } i sl) 
“\ee her, B peeing "nary, has beencalled -as pastor’ {Day in Jerusalem which declares rly ai ocreeee special seasonal pro- 
“ment whe Je Mis th be- -.. of Qf Air p%'rt”: ‘that Israel’s hope and the world’s rams for our Yesidents . . . and visit your 
Q ‘mega wis jst Pe aoe ‘Ghurch, Grenada. hope for peace is in the Mes- loved ones. ; oo ye ye Sen eters 
\* she is still catted 4: ‘sb ite. tite 6£.Cape . siah, the Lord Jesus. Buck and A a. oh TSR | bol Fee ' 
siderit -of | : Girardeay;-'Mo., - Saradel Hamlet will accompany omic! a 


“She is president of, thes 
Club, is a TWOASObtact Board 
member, ‘and ‘is" secm@tary of 


‘the Miss: ue! # 1Wifles 
: Siapter orth Uni 

of the Confederacy. At Wesson 
Baptist Church she teaches 
Young Adults in Sunday School. 
Recently she was elected assoc- 
iational director of WMS for Co- 
piah County. 


Mrs. Margaret Tweedy Hood, 
one of seven pioneer Southern 
Baptist Home missionaries, died 
last week in Dawson, Ga., at 
age 86. She had been in declin- 
ing health living in a nursing 
home for several months. Her 
husband, Herman E. Hood, died 
in 1947. Mrs. Hood was born in 
Madison, Ga. She entered the 
Woman’s Missionary Union 
Training School in Louisville, 
Ky. in 1908. The Home Mission 
Board appoined her to service 
in 1900 to Norfolk, Va. 


Daegnters”* 


joyri\State Col-\ 
reyiously 
was. beck in 


Missouri. He is 
married. to’ the, 
forges, Ruth~E¥. 
len Huey of Chaffee, é 


ot 

Dr. Wendell Deer, chairnian of 
the department of mathematics 
at Mississippi 
College, has been 
elected chairman 

of the Mississip- 
‘ pi Teachers of 
College Mathe- 
matics for 1973. 
His election came 
at the annual 
meeting of the 
group held in 
the Hederman Science Building 
at Mississippi College. 


‘ a as 
bese 


Moo \t 


their parents on this mission: 
‘Barrette Fortenberry, son of 


Mro and. Mrs.) Jackson. B, Fortenr,..)),, 


berry, was reeently licensed to 
the gospel ministry by New Zion 
Church, Walthall 
Association. He 
is the grand - son 
of Mr. and Mrs. 
Howell E. Fort- 
tenberry and 
Mrs. Lemmie 
Fortenberry and 
the late Mr. Fort- 
enberry. Gradu- 
ate of Southwest 
Mississippi Junior College, he 
served as Bajtist ha Union 
president duri “his }sophomore 
year there. He“s 4 Junior at Mis- 
sissippi.College. He has preached 
on several ocgasions-at Neéw Zion 
and is available for supply 
preaching. He can be contacted 
at Route 7, Tylertown, Ms. 39667, 
or phone 876-2585. 


y 


‘ ; ERG Pes 
- OLD BIBLES: REBOUND 

A ‘binding and style to theet P 
“Internationally known specialists’ 
NORRIS BOOKBINDING CO. 
Box 305-C — Greenwood Piss 38930 


ar 


aa ee 
Playgroynd..Eqvipment 
ee ees 
We specialize“in all types of equip- 
ment for all ages — Heavy duty 
andAgyaranteed.*We have ‘a, special 
line fer Pre-fchool and Day Care. 


PLA-MOR INDUSTRIES 


P. O. Box 249 
Hattiesburg, Miss. 39401 


Phone: (601) 583-0039 


tAmAl ot AMITE 
PrOgresstwe -srore 4887 


“WANTED: Dedicated workers to 


serve in Children’s Home. Couple or 
lady willing to give up much to prq- 
vide Christian Training for children. 
Young at heart. Additional informa- 


tion contact, Supt. Box 1108, Laurel,; 


Miss. 39440.’ 


Collection of photographs, 
poetry and prose 
of 


THE LAST WORD 


N 


Historic and Unusual 


BPP PPP EEE EEE EES SE 


Westwood Girls 
Wrap 125 Gifts 


The Fifth and Sixth Grade Girls of 
Westwood Church, Meridian collect- 
ed and wrapped 125 Christmas gifts 
for the patients at East Mississippi 
State Hospital in Meridian. These 
girls are taught by Mrs. Herbert 
Thompson and Mrs. Arthur Boykin. 
These ladies are leading the girls in 
Sunday School to be concerned about 
those around them. There are two 
classes of the girls with an enroll- 
ment of 18. Rev. W. Buford Usry is 
pastor. 


Mississippi Tombstones 


FIVE DOLLARS 
80 Pages, offset color cover 
by Marshall Bouldin, III 
Order From: 
E. P. Moore, Jr. 
Box 112 
University, Mississippi 38677 


BIBLE LANDS AND MEDITERRANEAN 
A 9 Day Jet Cruise/Tour to 


WAGOMER BROS. 
MFG. CO. 
Phose: OR 5-2468 
Booneville, Arkansas 


. ‘Five Countries- 
ROUND TRIP FROM JACKSON 
$821 


All Inclusive 


THE TRIP YOU'VE ALWAYS DREAMED OF TAKING 
Travel with friends and_neighbors on exclusive hometown departure, Jet 
Cruise Tour highlighting biblical history study by Dr. John L. Taylor. 
Visit five countries — Syria, Cyprus, Israel, Lebanon and Turkey. Jet 
overseas, cruise the Mediterranean with guided sightseeing inland. In- 
clusive fare covers air, sea transportation, transfers, sightseeing meals, 
taxes, tips and fees. , 
Space limited — Prompt registration i i yati 
inisartece asi Vekrucy Sy pec n is required to secure reservation 
FOR INFORMATION WRITE OR CONTACT: J. T. Gilbert, President 
of Mississippi Baptist Men's Conference, P. O. Box 530, Jackson, Miss 


HEADQUARTERS 


FOR ALL TYPES OF ' 


School & Church Furnitur 

e@ Complete stock of chairs, tables, desks and 
furnishings for Classroom, Library, Sunday 
School, Auditorium. Cafeteria and every 
Schoo! and Church use. 


YOU CAN’T STEAL FIRST BASE! 
by Dr. Charles G. Hamilton 
Makes Galatians clearer 
$5.96 at your 


BAPTIST BOOK STORE 


EVERYTHING FOR 
THE SCHOW 
AND CHURCH’ 


MISSISSIPPI 
School Supply Co. 


JACKSON , MISSISSIPPI 


COORDINATED BY: BROTHERHOOD DEPARTMENT 


FIVE CHRIST-CENTERED BOOKS $1. 
Holy Spirit Power For You, Three Alter- 
natives, Book of Study, The Christ-Life, 
Revelation Four, Send your name and ad- 
dress with $1 to: —-« 

Roger E. Bergstrom, Dept. BR 


Tampa, Florida 33609 


Tupelo Fiberglass Co. 


MANUFACTURERS & DESIGNERS 


BAPTISTRY 


Sea ae TWO SYMBOLS OF QUALITY 
Very Competitive 


Will 


Permanent 


Deliver 


3312 Vasconia_ 


Color 

Vision Inset 
Baptistry 

Heater 

Immediate Delivery 


BAPTISTRIES — SPIRES 
@ Unit-Molded 
Fiberglass 
@ Accessories 


/ / 
qi. hergdass Spe scllies 


Box 672 Dept. J5, Muscatine, 


1 Baptistry 


$695 


aiso Lifetime Teepee 7 


Pe 


Inc. 


— 


. the Gold Medallion, assuring home 
owners of modern living at its finest 
and Reddy Kilowatt, symbolizing an in 
vestor owned company Helping build 
Mississippi 


with steps in 
one end complete with heater 


1 f 7S¢é 


MIDDLE SOUTH 
vnunes system 


POWER & LIGHT 


Helping Build Mississipp: 


Phone 844-2371 941-BS. Gloster 


‘BIBLES REBOUND & REPAIRED 
Write for free leather samples, price | 


Hammond & Wurlitzer’ 
Church Model Organs 


Give Added Reverence-.to 
Your Worship Service 
Each Sunday With The 
Glorious Music of the 


Hammond or Wurlitzer 
Organ 


Free Church 
Demonstration 


WERLEIN’S 
_ Eor Music 
517 E. Capitol Street 


Jackson, Mississippi 352-3517 


The Organ Designed 
For Today’s Church 


MMI is your factory authorized repre- 
sentative for the state of Mississippi, ex- 
cluding Northern counties. You should 
be informed that Rodgers organs pur- 
chased from a representative other than 
MMI in this territory will not be guaran- 
teed by Rodgers Organ Company 
Mail the attached coupon for informa- 
tion on the full line of Rodgers church 
2fgans priced from about $4,000. 


Redges 


Director Institutional Sales 
James E. Hawkins 


MISSISSIPPI MUSIC, INC. 
Bel-Air Shopping Center 
¢ Pascagoula, Ms. 39567 
601-762-2494 


Name 


Adrress 


i 
j 
i 
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Garden Exhibit Features 


gs. 7 


ativity Scene 


A visit to the Nativity scene in the King of Kings exhibit at Florida’s Sunken 


Gardens at St. Petersburg, Fla., is a stirring 


highlight to Christmas vaca- 


tions. .The eight scenes in the exhibit are faithful reproductions of events 
in the life of Jesus. Leone Chaney .ig the renowned artist who did the wax 


Sculptury. 


Coffeeville Bible Drills 

Through the years workers at FIRST 
CHURCH, COFFEEVILLE, have 
demonstrated their belief in the Bible 
Explorers’ Drill. Pictured are the 
five participants from this church in 
the drill last year. They aré Ray 
Boxx, Johnny Jones, Ben Pace Myr- 
na Clay, and Jill Arrington. Pictured 
also’on the back row are Roy Gron-. 
er, Chureh Training director, and 
Mrs. J.¢0.. Ellett, Children’s leader. 


“‘As one lamp lighteth another, nor 
groweth less, so nobleness enkindle- 


th nobleness.”’ y 


“Benford” 


ee ee 


Strong Hope 
Banquet Honors Two: 


Deacons 45 Years 


On Saturday afternoon before the 
4th Sunday of October, 1927, at a res- 
ular meeting of the Strong Hope 
Church, Copiah County the election 
of four new deacons to serve with 
the current Board composed of Ww. 
E. (Raz) Moore, T. J. Farmer, J. L. 
King, S. L. Farmer and R. A. Fos- 
ter, was discussed. At this meeting 
H. B. MeNeil, Ellis Tarbutton, A. L. 
King and Benford Ratliff were recom- 
mended and elected to serve on No- 
vember 13, 1927. Two of these men, 
Ellis Tarbutton and A. L. King, are 
now deceased. On November 13, 1972, 
Mr. MeNeil and Mr. Ratliff, after 45 
years of sefvice to| their church in 
this capacity, requested the church 
to relieve them of their duties as ac- 
tive deacons. 

On Friday night, November 17, the 
deacons and their wives, together 
with the pastor and wife, Rev. an d 
Mrs. Perry Culver, honored Mr. Mc- 
Neil and Mr. Ratliff with a banquet 
and a “This is your life, Bud an‘d 
program. Melvin Cagle, 
deacon chairman, was master éf 


a and with the help of, Mrs. 
i 


cNeil, Mrs. Ratliff and a number 
of old pictures, was able to give some 
very interesting and entertaining 
comments on the lives of these t wo 
men, 


Devotional te 


Paul’s “Christmas” Message 


By C, H. Melton, faculty, Clarke College 
“But whes the fulness of the time came, God sent forth his Son, born 
of a’ woman, born under the law, that he might redeem them that were un- 
der the law, that we might receive. the adoption of sons” (Galatians 4:45 


ASV). 


inasmuch as January 


Epistle to the Galatians, 

ploy Paul’s “Christmas” 
passage deals explicitly with the incarnation — “and the 
Word became flesh, and dwelt among us” (John 1:14 ASV) 
—and its implications for mankind. 


So often when a devotional message is brought on a 
sermon preached at Christmas the text is chosen from the 
appropriate portion of Matthew, Luke, or John. However, 


Bible Study Week features Paul's 
it seems most fitting here to.em- 
text, Galatians 4:45. Paul in this 


In the clause when the fulness of time came,” Paul re- 
fers to God’s PREPARATION FOR THE INCARNATION. Paul means that 


kind for the advent of Christ and the course of human history, which was 


most auspicious for the spread of the gospel. With reference to 


tion of mankind, Lars P. Qualben, in A History of the Christian Church, says, 
“The essential part of this preparation was to disclose to the nations the 
world’s need of a redemption and a Redeemer.”’ With reference to the course 
of history, suffice it to point out that, prior to the birth of Christ, the Greeks 
provided a universal and most suitable language; and the Roman empire af- 
forded Christianity a national unity, freedom of movement, and an excellent 


system of travel and communication. 


In the expression “‘God sent forth his Son, born of a woman, born under 


the law,” Paul sets forth God's PLAN IN THE INCARNATION. 


God sent 


His co-equal, co-existent Son into the stream of human history by means of 
human birth. By “born of a woman,” Paul means that His Son “entered 
into normal human experience, including limitation of knowledge and powers, 
growth in knowledge (learning), need for prayer, subjection to temptation, 
capability of dying” (John F. Carter, A Layman’s Manual of Christian Doc- 
trines.) Paul does not mention the fact of the virgin birth in the passage 


simly because it does not relate to the subject of his argument. Paul's 


phrase “‘born under the law’ declares 
yoke of the law, bound to its precepts, 

The movement of Paul’s thoughts 
PURPOSE FOR THE INCARNATION. 


that Jesus Christ was born under the 


He says, “that he might redeem them 


that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons” (Gal. 
F 


4:5). Here, again, Paul has two 
redemption in Christ men are 
law of Moses in order to be 
oned to those who put 
fulfilled it. The other aspect to 


adoption of sons,’ opens the fidod-gate 


from 
saved. In other 
in who 


sonship, only one of which Paul joyously announces in verse six. “And be- 
ery- 


cause ye®are sons, God sent forth the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 


ing, Abba, Father.”’ 


A Light In The Darkness 


(Continued from page 6) 


ter Jesus were counted forward, 
A. C. referring'to the latter words 
(Anno Domini) meaning in the year 
of the Lord. 

The promises of the Old Testa- 
ment hinged on the fact that Jesus 
would come. All our faith of today 
hinges on the fact that Jesus has 
come. The significances of the two is 
borne out in the life that Jesus lived 
while he was here on earth. An 


artist drew a picture of a_ winter 
scene. In the winter twilight the trees 
were heavy - laden with snow and a 
dreary dark, lonely, desolate house 
stood in the midst of a storm. It was 
a sad picture but with a stroke of yel- 
low crayon the artist put a light in 
one window. The effect was magic. 
The entire scene was transformed in- 
to a vision of comfort and cheer. The 
promise of Christ in the Old Testa- 
ment was such a light in a dark stor- 


— 
as - ——— 


Pe 


WMU “World’s 
Mrs. Raymond Lloyd 
sey, W.M.U. director 
Philippine 
“World's Fair.” 


Fair” At Starkville 
(left), Cookie Lindsey (center), and Mrs. Mary Lind- 
at First Church, Starkville, look over items from the 
Islands which were displayed on December 8 at the W.M.U. 
The event featured pooths representing places around the 


¥ 


world where Southern Baptist missionaries are at work, and was the culmi- 


nation of W.M.U. 


Week of Prayer activities. There was a display of 75 flags 


representing countries where the missionaries were from. D. Lloyd is pastor. 


REVIVAL 
RESULTS 


ae 

McLaurin Heights Church (Rankin) 
Dec. 3-8; Rev. James Fancher, Jack- 
son, evangelist; Robert Coleman, 
Laurel, singer; - 14 professions of 
faith; 30 rededications; Rev. Eugene 
Dobbs, pastor. 


Emmanuel, Jackson: December 3-8, 
led by fulltime evangelist Glen Savell 
of Pascagoula,; 21 professions of 
faith; two additions by letter; numer- 
ous other decisions; music under di- 
rection of Dr. Charles W. Clark, min- 
ister of Music of Emmanuel; Rev. 
Joe L. Hasson, pastor, states ‘‘I high- 
ly recommend Glen Savell to any 
church who desires the services of 
an evangelist. Glen’s messages are 
timely and persuasive. Ma of our 
membership have expresye that his 
is the greatest churcH revival that 
Emmanuel has had in many years, 


Eddiceton To See 
Christmas Film 


7 

A Christmas program is hging 
planned at Eddiceton Church, Frank- 
lin County, for Sunday, December 24, 
at 5:30 p.m. ‘‘In addition to the pro- 
gram by the youth of the church, we 


<will have a thirty minute film ‘‘The 


Spirit of Christmas,’’ reports Rev. 
W. M. Buffington, pastor. 


New York (NAPS) — While millions 
of Americans give flowers, . perfume 
and even gems, few among those who 
give and receive the gifts this Christ- 
mas will realize what a long and de- 
lightful history the custom of gift-giv- 
ing has. 


It was the Three Wise Men who 
gave the first Christmas gifts in his- 
tory, although some of the earliest 
Christians refused to exchange pres- 
ents. To them, the custom was a hea- 
then one — because gift - giving play- 
ed a prominent role in many pagan 
festivals. 

In time, they accepted the exchange 
of gifts as an expression of rejoicing 
—and legends about the bringers of 
gifts began to grow. 

The jolly gent we know as St. Nick, 
for example, is based on the real - life 
St. Nicholas, bishop of Myra in Asia 
Minor (modern Turkey) in the fourth 
century. Legendary even in his own 
time for his generosity, and his 
love of children, he is said to have 
gone on many a mysterious journey 
carrying secret gifts to the poor. On 
one of these expeditions, so the story 
goes, he dropped a bag of gold down 
a chimney. It fell by accident into a 
stocking hung up to dry by the fire 
—-and prompted generations of hope- 
ful children to hang up their hosiery, 
too. 

Giving to the poor remained a vital 
part of Christmas celebrations in 
the centuries to come. In England, 
on the day after Christmas, clergy- 
men used to open the church alms. 
boxes and distribute the money to the 
needy. Later, it became customary ty 
give boxes of money on that day to 


sively during the Christmas 


Trinity Remodels 


Trinity Church, Hernando, has just 
completed remodeling its present 
puilding. Three -weeks ago Church 
Training was started again after a 
jong absence, with 39 in attendance 
the first two Sundays, 40 the third 
Sunday and 45 the fourth Sunday. 
Trinity recently called a new pastor, 
Rev. David Hollaway, formerly of 
Memphis. 


The church has a special youth 
rally recently during the Sunday 
evening worship service and had as 
special guest, Paige Cothran, former 
Ole Miss football star and former pro 
football player. The building was full 
as it has been for each service re- 
cently. 


Bethlehem 


Bethlehem is only a few miles to 
the south of Jerusalem and in anci- 
ent times the farmers there shipped 
their produce to Jerusalem. for mar- 
ket. Renowned throughout the ancient 
world as the city which gave birth 
to David, the Shepherd who was 
to win fame in his battles with the 
Philistines and who was later to be- 
come King, Bethlehem is called a 
city ‘of greenery, and plenty. The im- 
mediate surroundings of the city are 
Inown as Ephrata, which means 

itfulness in Hebrew. 


people who had served you during the 
year. December 26 is still known as 
Boxing Day in Britain. 


The custom of bestowing gifts on 
friends and family members was 
poplarized in England by King Henry 
Vil, whose services are used exten- 
season. 
Henry’s granddaughter, Queen Eliza- 
beth I, made the most of this ¢ u S- 
tome: she depended on Christmas 
gifts to replenish her wardrobe, and 
made it very clear to courtiers that 
they had better come across hand- 
somely on Christmas Day. Court rec- 
ords show that the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury gave her $200 every Yule for 
clothes. Court ladies presented her 
with the first silk stockings worn in 
Europe, and even the royal dustman 
(garbage collector) came t hrough 
with twe polts of fine linen for the 
royal lingerie. 


Father Christmas, as the English 
counterpart of Santa is called, ro de 
high for another 40 years after the 
reign of Good Queen Bess. Then the 
Puritans took over. They abolished 
him and his gifts, and indeed ail 
Christmas celebrations, as fit only 
for heathen. 

The stern Puritans brought their dis- 
trust of Christmas merriment to New 
Engiand’s shores as well; in 1659, the 
observance of Christmas in Massachu- 
setts became a penal offense! 


On the other hand, fun - loving 
Dutch: settlers had already brought 
“sinter Klass’’ to New Amsterdam. 
Later, a German colony moved to 
Pennsylvania along with their gift- 
pringer, Christkindlein — who gave 


Hollingsworth Gets Degree Posthumously 


FORT WORTH (BP) — Tom ¢. 
Hollingsworth Jr., was not able to 
complete all requirements for two 
degrees at Southwestern Baptist The- 
ological Seminary here. j 

But the faculty voted here to 
grant the 24 - year - old student the 
master of divinity degree, posthum- 
ously. 

Hollingsworth was beaten, robbed 
and murdered in Alabama this sum- 
mer while selling Bibles to earn funds 
to complete his seminary degrees, 

He had completed all require 
hours for the master of divinity de. 


my world, but when Jesus did come 
he brought ‘“‘the Light of the woriq” 
to penetrate the darkness of sin, ang 
showed men everywhere what God 
is like. 


gree, according to seminary dean 
Jesse Northcutt here, but had elected 
to work simultaneously on the master 
of. religious education degree with 
hopes of receiving both degrees in De- 


- cember. 


His: body was found by hunters 
north of Camp Hill, Ala., in a wooded 
area, so dense that search planes fly- 
ing overhead could not spot his car 
only 200 yards away. 

Police sources said his head had 
been ry in by a blunt instrument, 
and the ibles he had been selling 
were scattered around in the woods. 

In October, two 17 - year - old youth 


from 


each after pleading guilty to the 
murder of Hollingsworth. , 


| The Long, Delightful History 


Camp Hill, Ala., Jimmy Loren- , 
zo Hicks and Ramon Silmon, were 
sentenced to 30 years imprisonment . 


Forest Church To Present TV Special 


The Chancel Choir (adult) for Forest Church 
Special on WTOK Channel 11 at 9 a.m. on 
will be a medley of traditional carols ar- 


“Go Tell It On The Mountain,” 


ranged with orchestral accompaniment. The 


will present a Christmas TV 
Christmas Day. The program, 


musical director and producer 


is James B. McElroy. Narration of the program is done by Rev. Clyde 


Little, pastor. 


Music Evangelism And 
Leadership Renewal 
Conference -- January 


The Music Evangelism and Leader- 
ship Renewal Conference to be held 
is co - sponsored by the Church Mu- 
sic Department and the Music De- 
partment of Clarke College with 
James McElroy, Clarke, coordinator. 


_,Out - of - state personalities will in- 
clude Dr. V. L. Stanfield, New Or- 
leans Seminary; Cecil McGee, 
tionwide evangelist, Apopka, Fla.; 
Dick Baker, evangelistic s inger, 
Denton, Texas; and Billy Hilburn, 
of Crescendo Publishing Co., Dai- 
las, Texas. 


na- 


This conference is designed to be of 


East Booneville 
Wants Used Bus 


East Booneville Church is looking 
for a bus “that could be fixed up to 
use.’’ Anyone who has such a bus for 
sale, or who knows where one might 
be located, is asked please to write 
East Booneville Baptist Church, Cor- 
ner of East Church and Bryant Street, 
Booneville, Ms. 38829. 


+ 


McGee Stanfield 


benefit to pastors, music directors, 
youth directors, and evangelists. It 
will deal with the evangelistic s er v- 
ice, including music, preaching, and 
drama. ; 

Pre - registration is required to be 
sent in to Church Music Department, 
P. O. Box 530, Jackson, Ms. 39205, 
with\ $5 per person, which includes 
three meals. 


Goldwater Grateful For 


Late Deacon’s Service 

Recently J. C. McPherson, a dea- 
con of Coldwater Church, and Sunday 
School general secretary: for fifty 
years, passed away. : 

The Coldwater Church wishes to 
express appreciation and recognize 
Mr. McPherson for his fifty years of 
faithful and dedicated service to his 
Lord while serving in this capacity as 
Sunday School general secretary. 
Rey. Anthony S. Kay is pastor. 


us the name ‘‘Kris Kringle’. Other 
immigrant groups contributed their 
own legends and customs of Christ- 
mas giving. And in 1822, a Presby- 
terian divinity professor named Cle- 
ment C. Moore sat down and combin- 
ed many of these elements into a ra- 
ther well - known poem beginning 
“ «Twas the night before Christmas. .”’ 


The ‘Visit from St. Nicholas"’ de- 
scribed by Dr. Moore was modest in 
comparison to some of St. Nick’s lat- 
er trips. Americans have long been 
generous Yuletide givers. Seamen us- 
ed to bring their families rare and 
costly presents gathered from the 
Orient: spices, silks, china and teak- 
wood. St. Nicholas was the patron 
saint of sailors as well as children. 


When it comes to flowers and other 
gifts, the ladies are not neglected. 
Though florists are especially busy 
during Christmas, many of them have 
a special arrangement whereby flow- 
ers can be sent to loved ones once @ 
monthS 


Flowers are just one item in the 
well over $27 billion a year spent on 
Christmas presents of all kinds. 


Many of these gifts are wrapped 
with the aid of Christmas seals, yet 
few Americans have any notion of 


"Twas The Nigh 


Of Christmas Gifts 


when or where these originated. They 
were first used in Copenhagen, Den- 
in 1904 — the brainstorm of a 
who 


mark, 
postal clerk named Holboell, 
dreamed them up as a benefit for a 
children's hospital. 


The gift - giving customs of many 
lands form an interesting contrast to 
our own. Greek children, rustie up 
their own gifts: on Christmas Day 
they go the rounds collecting raisins, 
walnuts, figs and sweets. In New 
foundland, an important Christmas 
gift is — fish! Local fishermen fish 
for the church on Christmas Day, do- 
nating their catch to the parish. 


Some countries enjoy Christmas 
giving so much that they do it twice: 
the French exchange gifts on New 
Year’s Day, but the children are visit- 
ed by Pere Noel on Christmas| Eve. 
Italian children receive their main 
presents on January 6, but they and 
their parents draw for little gifts on 
Christmas Eve from an “Urn of 
Fate.”’ 


And Icelanders must hurry if they 
want to unwrap their presents Christ- 
mas morning. Almost the entire holi- 
day must be spent in church services 
—for ih' Iceland there are only four 
hours ,@f light on Christmas Day, 


t Before Christmas 


—(RNS Photo) 


—_ 


